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Greetings from
the President
of the EURHO

PRESIDENT OF EURHO Prof. Dr. Eniké
Riisz- Fogarasi Vice-dean of the
Faculty of History and Philosophy,
of the Babes-Bolyai University

Dear Conference Participants!

As | write these lines, | am filled with memories of our wonderful gatheringin
Uppsala three years ago. | still remember the evening walk through the quiet
streets, deep in conversation with colleagues—moments like those remind
us that this is much more than an academic meeting. It is truly astonishing
how fast time passes. It has already been two years since the previous text-
book was finalized, and we held our conference in Cluj-Napoca. And now,
here we are again—another opportunity for those of us engaged in rural
history to meet, to present our work, and to envision the future together.

The Rural History Conference has long been a cornerstone of EURHO's ac-
tivity, hosted by numerous cities across Europe. This year, it has traveled
from the eastern part of the continent to its westernmost region, bringing
with it the spirit of exchange and discovery that defines our field.

Each gathering presents a remarkable opportunity for researchers from
around the world to come together and share their work. But this event is
far more than a traditional academic conference: it includes engaging work-
shops, thought-provoking keynotes, book launches, and invaluable oppor-
tunities for collaboration. While European scholars primarily attended the
earlier conferences, we now take great joy in welcoming participants from
other continents as well—an evolution that enriches our perspectives and
deepens the impact of our work. These global exchanges have borne fruitin
inspiring ways: regional associations dedicated to rural history are emerging
in many parts of the world. Let us recall that the idea of the South American
association was born in Cluj and has since launched its events—a wonderful
witness to the generative power of our gatherings.

A special welcome goes to young researchers and first-time participants—your
fresh perspectives are vital to the future of rural history. We are excited to see
your work and to build new connections across generations and disciplines.

One of the great gifts of these conferences is the chance to encounter a
new place, a new country, a new culture, @ new landscape—a new rural
history hinterland. Each edition leaves us not only with new knowledge but
also with a renewed experience of rural societies and their rich diversity.

If we look back at the history of our meetings, it is clear that we are
part of an increasing and evolving network. The number of participants
has grown with each edition, drawing in more countries and more con-
tinents. At the same time, our intellectual lens has widened, embracing
new disciplines, methodologies, and perspectives. Interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary approaches are increasingly present, allowing us to ad-
dress complex questions with greater depth and scope.
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This evolution is not only a success of our community but also a reflection
of the urgent relevance of rural history in today's world. In a time marked by
climate change, social fragmentation, and questions of sustainability, rural
history offers not only a deeper understanding of the past but also tools
for resilience in the present and future.

It is worth highlighting that participation in the conference also includes
membership in EURHO. Every registered participant becomes part of our
growing organization and gains access to the collective benefits of our
shared work and vision.

The success of our network and events also depends greatly on the lead-
ership of EURHO. | would like to express particular gratitude to Brigitte
Semanek, who continues to be the heart of our organization—our connec-
tor, our communicator, and our problem solver. The updates and news she
provides are of great value to us all, keeping us informed and united.

Let us also take a moment to thank the local organizing team here in Coimbra,
whose vision and dedication made this event possible. Hosting a conference
is no small task, and we are grateful for their generosity and professionalism.

Reading the program of the Coimbra conference, I am once again filled with
anticipation. We are gathered in a city and a country of extraordinary cultur-
al heritage, and we are about to embark on a program that promises new
opportunities, new insights, and new collaborations in rural history.

Let us use this time not only to share research but to forge connections
- across borders, disciplines, and generations. Together, we continue to
shape not only a field of study, but a global intellectual community.

Finally, | believe in the wisdom of a traditional proverb that says:

“The land does not forget those who listen to it.”

Good luck, meaningful meetings and discussions!
Let’s meet in Coimbra in September!

Cluj-Napoca, 23 June 2025
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Welcome to Coimbra

Dulce Freire
CHAIR OF THE PORTUGUESE ORGANISING

coMmITTEE Dulce Freire, University
of Coimbra, Center for Interdisci-
plinay Studies, Faculty of Economics

What is rural? What is rural history? For the past 15 years, hundreds of re-
searchers have regularly gathered at EURHO conferences, recognising that
simple guestions require more than simplistic answers. EURHO confer-
ences have become landmark events in the History calendar and beyond.
The growing relevance of these conferences is confirmed by the increas-
ing number of participants who, every two years, bring different languages,
territories, knowledge, experiences, sources and perspectives. Testimonies
from the past have become a resource for exploring and explaining issues
raised by different disciplines, thereby expanding the scope of questions,
methodologies and analytical approaches to our heritage.

Around 500 researchers from 40 countries are expected to gather at the
University of Coimbra in 2025. The programme consists of three plenary
sessions and 124 parallel sessions. The plenary sessions will feature lec-
tures by guest speakers Inés Amorim and Richard W. Hoyle. The issues they
will discuss reflect their scientific curiosity, as well as the historiographical
dynamics of their respective countries over the last few decades — a period
during which research has shifted from a national focus to an increasingly
international, interdisciplinary and comparative one. The third plenary ses-
sion is a roundtable aimed at encouraging critical thinking on changes in the
study of the rural past. Some argue that a revolution is underway, driven by
innovations in genetics, artificial intelligence or image (re)creation. As we ap-
proach the 100-year anniversary of the Annales movement’s inception, might
history be about to take another turn?

The parallel sessions, some of which are split into two or three parts,
demonstrate the vitality taking place, as well as showing how approach-
es are improving our understanding of rural communities and territories
from the inside out. Relations with the outside world are also considered,
but from a more rural perspective, whether through the nearest city, cen-
tralised state decisions, technological hegemony, destination countries for
emigration, or the markets that sustain value chains. The programme in-
cludes classic themes in rural history, such as access to land, the unequal
distribution of wealth, working conditions, revolts and violence. However,
alongside landowners and peasants, there are now also more women with
varied responsibilities, seasonal workers of different ethnicities, slaves in
various locations, and immigrants and emigrants moving around. Further
insights come from production: researchers have paid more attention to
what is produced in rural areas than to what is consumed there. Despite
papers addressing consumption or food scarcity, this remains the trend.
However, other perspectives are emerging, covering topics such as the
presence of animals (including insects and other pests), different crops and
weeds, forests and timber, and water, as well as the changing environment.
Many more avenues of innovation are lurking in the hundreds of papers
under discussion during the four-day conference.
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In addition to the ‘Meet the Author’ sessions, which focused on recently
published books, the Coimbra conference introduced ‘Meet the Project’ ses-
sions. This is because it is important to consider not only the results, but
also the process. ‘Meet the Project’ provides an opportunity to shed more
light on how the subjects are conceived and how methodologies are im-
plemented. Specific doubts and challenges are highlighted, confirming the
experimental nature inherent in all scientific fields.

The 2025 EURHO programme reflects the diversity of research trends that
are converging on rural history. Still, as always, developing robust, diverse
and plausible explanations of the past remains inextricably linked to access
to historical sources, as well as the ability to connect dispersed, fragmented
and local data. Like a lightning rod, rural history is firmly rooted in empirical
exploration, yet it directs interpretative ambitions towards the universe.

As organisers, we are proud to be hosting this conference at the University
of Coimbra, and we hope that you will all enjoy participating. We are sure
the encounters and exchanges promise to be much more stimulating than
anticipated!

Coimbra, 22 July 2025




At the rustic window, in Autumn, 1913, Domingos Alvdo, Lisbon Digital Newspaper Library
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Practicalities

Refreshments & lunch

Internet

Welcome & Close
cocktails

Excursions

At both the Faculty of Arts and Humanities and the Faculty of Economics,
the coffee breaks will be served close-by. Near the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities and of the Faculty of Economics, participants will find several con-
venient lunch options (including vegan and vegetarian options). The University
offers several canteens in the surrounding area of the faculties, in addition to
cafeterias located within the faculties buildings. Other nearby options include
restaurants and pastry shops serving light meals, soft drinks, coffe and tea,
and a variety of Portuguese sweets.

More detailed information can be found on the conference website.

Both at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities and the Faculty of Economics
it is possible to use Eduroam.

The Conference Welcome Cocktail will take place on the terrace of
the Museu Nacional Machado de Castro, at the end of the first day of
the Conference, Tuesday, 9 September. The event will conclude with a
Closing Cocktail on Friday, 12 September, at the Faculty of Economics,
taking place in the faculty gardens.

The study visits are scheduled to take place concurrently on the af-
ternoon of Tuesday, September 11, with departures following lunch.
Participation is restricted to those who registered in advance. Buses
will leave from Rua Larga 2 (opposite the Chemistry Department of the
University of Coimbra, close to the Faculty of Arts and Humanities) at
2:30 p.m. Visits to the city of Coimbra are on foot and start at 2:30 p.m.
Participants will be informed of the meeting point for each visit in due
course. Participants are requested to be punctual at the meeting points
defined for the start of each visit.
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Faculty of Arts

and Humanities
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With over a century of existence, the Faculty of Arts and Humanities
(Faculdade de Letras da Universidade de Coimbra, FLUQ) is, within the
University of Coimbra, the school of the Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences.
FLUC is one of the most prestigious educational institutions in Portugal, with
arich history, a strong international outlook, and a continuous commitment
to innovation through concrete practices aimed at making it a point of refer-
ence. Itis avibrant and engaged faculty. To study at FLUC is to experience an
intense cultural journey, to engage with a vast diversity of knowledge. Above
all, it is a path that prepares students to face the challenges of the future.
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Faculty of Economics

Floor 2

Established in 1972, the Faculty of Economics (Faculdade de Economia da
Universidade de Coimbra, FEUC) is one of the eight faculties that comprise
the University of Coimbra. Today, a significant part of FEUC's academic of-
fering focuses on postgraduate education. The faculty's facilities are in the
Olivais area of the city and include spacious buildings for academic activ-
ities, open social spaces, and a sizeable landscaped area. With a student
population of 2,627, supported by 129 academic staff and 30 administrative
personnel, FEUC maintains an ideal size and effective logistics to ensure
high-quality services within an academic environment marked by closeness
and accessibility. Its highly qualified teaching staff, dedicated to their aca-
demic roles, is notably youthful, which encourages a relationship between
students and lecturers that is both open and intellectually demanding.
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Eurho

University of Coimbra

Centre for
Interdisciplinary
Studies

The EURHO is a non-profit organisation concerned to promote the study
of all aspects of rural history in Europe and beyond. It organises, through
its members, a bi-annual international conference, runs the website www.
ruralhistory.eu and publishes the Rural History Newsletter. Membership
is open to scientific institutions concerned with the furtherance of rural
history and to individuals who attend the organisation’'s conferences. The
EURHO has evolved from the recent initiatives in the field of international
rural history such as the research network CORN (Comparative Rural History
of the North-Sea Area), the rural network of the European Social Science
History Conference and the ESF-COST Action PROGRESSORE (Programme
for the Study of European Rural Societies). The EURHO has its legal seat at
the institute of Rural History in St. Pélten, Austria which provides adminis-
trative services to the organization. The current officers are President Enikd
Rusz-Fogarasi, Vice-Presidents Dulce Freire and Zsuzsanna Varga; Secretary
Brigitte Semanek; Treasurer Laurent Herment.

Founded in 1290, the University of Coimbra (UC) is one of the oldest univer-
sities in continuous operation worldwide. With over seven centuries of his-
tory, the UC has played a fundamental role in the production and dissemi-
nation of knowledge, integrating teaching, research, and community service.
With approximately 30,000 students across eight faculties, the University
promotes economic and social development, environmental protection,
social justice, and an informed and responsible citizenship. Its mission is
guided by scientific excellence, critical thinking, and cultural enrichment. In
recognition of its historical, architectural, and educational significance, the
University of Coimbra was designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in
2013, further affirming its status as a global reference in higher education.

The Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies (Centro de Estudos Interdisciplinares,
CEIS20)is a research unit of the University of Coimbra, affiliated with the Institute
for Interdisciplinary Research and funded since 1998 by the Portuguese
Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT). Comprising eight research
groups, the Centre's scientific output reflects both the individual dynamism
of each group and the intersections of their activities, within a framework of
interdisciplinary awareness. This interdisciplinary approach is understood as
a methodological resource for the knowledge and theoretical innovation re-
quired by the Centre's research focus. In the field of advanced training and
knowledge transfer, CEIS20 has offered, since 2011, the 3rd Cycle (Doctoral)
Programme in Contemporary Studies. In addition to this, the Centre provides
other forms of postgraduate education and offers training to early-career re-
searchers, fostering advanced research practices. It also hosts a significant
number of Portuguese and international postdoctoral researchers.
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Centre for the History
of Society and Culture

The Centre for the History of Society and Culture (Centro de Histéria da
Sociedade e da Cultura, CHSC) is a Research and Development Unit accredit-
ed by the Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology. It is physically
and administratively based at the University of Coimbra and is affiliated with
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of the same institution. As the successor of
the Centre for Historical Studies, created in the 1970s, the CHSC was formally
established in 1976. Initially affiliated with the National Institute for Scientific
Research (INIC), it later came under the auspices of the National Board for
Scientific and Technological Research (JNICT) and, since 1997, has been in-
tegrated into the FCT. Over nearly five decades of existence, the CHSC has
demonstrated a stable organisational model and made a significant contribu-
tion to the advancement of historical knowledge. The impact of its work is ev-
ident in its integration into international research networks, its role in hosting
and/or developing innovative knowledge transfer projects, and in the publica-
tion of numerous scholarly works — most notably the Revista de Historia da
Sociedade e da Cultura, which has been published continuously since 2001.

Rural worker resting at the door of a house, 1975, Indcio Ludgero, Mdrio Soares and Maria Barroso Foundation
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9 September

FACULTY OF ARTS
AND HUMANITIES

10 September

FACULTY OF ARTS
AND HUMANITIES

11 September

FACULTY OF ARTS
AND HUMANITIES

12 September

FACULTY
OF ECONOMICS

8hi5 — ghoo
OPEN SESSION

9hoo - 11thoo
EURHO
Board Meeting /
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 1

8h30 - 10h30
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 3

8h30 - 10h30
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 7

8h30 - 10h30
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 9

10h30 — 11thoo
COFFEE BREAK

10h30 — 11hoo
COFFEE BREAK

10h30 — 11hoo
COFFEE BREAK

11hoo — 11h30
COFFEE BREAK

11h30 — 13ho0o
ROUNDTABLE

11hoo - 13hoo
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 4

11hoo - 13hoo
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 8

11hoo - 13hoo
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 10

13hoo — 14h30
LUNCH BREAK

13hoo — 14h30
LUNCH BREAK

13hoo — 14h30
LUNCH BREAK

13hoo — 14h30
LUNCH BREAK

14h30 - 16h30
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 2

14h30 - 16h30
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 5

16h30 — 17ho0
COFFEE BREAK

16h30 — 17ho0
COFFEE BREAK

17h00 — 17h45
EURHO
General Assembly

18hoo — 19hoo
Keynote 1

In@s Amorim,
University of Porto

17ho0 — 19ho0
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 6

14h30 — 18hoo
PARALLEL VISITS
1. Lower Mondego River

2. From Seed to Plate

3. Changing Rural
Territories

4. Building the city of
Coimbra

5. ltinerary of Coimbra’s
House-Museums

6. History of the
University of Coimbra

14h30 — 16h30
PARALLEL
SESSIONS 11

16h30 — 17hoo
COFFEE BREAK

17hoo — 18hoo
Keynote 2

Richard W. Hoyle,
University of Reading

18hoo — 19hoo
CONFERENCE
CLOSE SESSION

19h30 - 21ho0
CONFERENCE
WELCOME COCKTAIL

Terrace of the Machado
de Castro Museum

19ho0o — 20ho0o
CONFERENCE
CLOSING COCKTAIL

Gardens of the Faculty
of Economics
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Special
Conference Events

Welcome and
closing cocktail

Excursions

Study Visit 1
Lower Mondego River
Area and Salt Museum

Study Visit 2

From Seed to Plate: The
Europe’s Northernmost
rice-growing region

Study Visit 3

Changing Rural
Territories: Long-

term Perspectives on
Heritage and Innovation

On the evening of the 9" of September, the Conference Welcome Cocktail
will be held on the terrace of the Museu Nacional Machado de Castro. The
Conference Closing Cocktail will take place on the afternoon of the 12" of
September and will be served at the Faculty of Economics.

In addition to being the longest of the Portuguese rivers (that is, having
their source and mouth in Portugal), the Mondego can be understood as
a symbolic border between the north and south of Mainland Portugal.
Furthermore, it was a historical route for transport and exchange of natural
products between two geomorphologically distinct areas and two comple-
mentary geoeconomies: from the lowlands and seascapes west of Coimbra,
to the eastern rougher soils and environments of the agro-forestry-pasto-
ral complex of mountain landscapes. This study trip will travel through the
Lower Mondego region, between Coimbra and Figueira da Foz, in which will
be discussed its historical and contemporary dynamics, covering topics such
as human landscapes, sustainability, floods, hydraulic works, agriculture, the
planting of species such as rice or tourism. Finally, nearby the Atlantic, at
the river mouth, with a visit to the museum centre and surrounding area of
salines, the group will be presented with the topic of salt production.

This fieldtrip is focused on the Estarreja area (Aveiro region) that is the
northernmost location where rice has been cultivated in Portugal and is also
one of the oldest. The earliest records of rice production date back to the
early 19th century, with the crop gaining socio-economic significance, as in
other parts of the country, particularly from the early 20th century onwards.
However, due to less favourable climatic conditions and a highly fragmented
landownership structure, local rice cultivation declined when the “green rev-
olution” brought significant productivity increases further south. The lower
yields of local landraces and a lack of capital largely contributed to the near
extinction of Estarreja’s rice sector. Currently, the Estarreja municipality is
working to revitalize this heritage, primarily as a means of territorial promo-
tion. This visit will explore the entire rice production chain, from agricultural
cultivation to industrial processing and final consumption, including a visit to
a former rice milling factory that has been converted into a museum.

This visit explores the transformations in rural territories around the Serra
de Sico area (slightly south of the city of Coimbra) over the past 2000 years.
Departing from the town of Condeixa-a-Nova, the itinerary follows Roman
vestiges embedded in landscapes, infrastructures, artefacts, and cultural val-
ues. While these remains highlight the centrality of these territories during
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Study Visit 4
Building the city
of Coimbra:

The Roman marks
through time

Study Visit 5

Between the rural and
the urban: Itinerary
of Coimbra’s
House-Museums

Study Visit 6
University of Coimbra:
Education, science
and the city

the Roman Empire, they also reveal the profound changes that shaped the
centuries following its decline. The itinerary includes a visit to the Fernando
Namora House-Museum. As a physician, writer, and painter, Fernando
Namora observed and documented rural daily life in the second half of the
20th century, a period marked by structural transformations in Portugal's
economy and society. So, this visit offers a glimpse into the social and eco-
nomic changes that have taken place in rural areas over the long term.

In Coimbra there is one of the best preserved Roman cryptoporticus in the
Iberian Peninsula. After being crucial to building the Roman city, this mon-
umental structure now serves as the foundation of the Machado de Castro
National Museum. The walking tour includes a descent into the cryptopor-
ticus, an exploration of the museum's collections, and a visit to other areas
associated with the construction of this urban space.

The itinerary includes visits to the homes of three important intellectuals
in 20th century Portuguese literature and science. The tour begins at the
house museum of Miguel Torga, an essential writer for understanding the
soul of rural Portugal. The next stop is the Bissaya Barreto House Museum,
an impressive architectural and artistic ensemble that also reveals the di-
mension of this doctor’s social and scientific work. The visit ends at the for-
mer home of Jodo Cochofel (poet, writer, essayist and literary critic), which
was a privileged meeting place for the neo-realist movement in Coimbra
and is now a cultural and artistic space of the Municipality of Coimbra. All in
all, these visits offer plural visions of the city and its cultural debates during
the decades between dictatorship and democracy in Portugal.

Founded in 1290, the University of Coimbra, classified by UNESCO as a World
Heritage Site in 2014, has influenced the organisation and development of
the city in several ways. This visit explores the impacts of the university's
infrastructure on urban space, from the first buildings still preserved to the
new constructions of the mid-20th century, which forced the destruction of
medieval neighbourhoods. This walking itinerary through the history of the
university includes the impacts of the Enlightenment reforms on science
and teaching, visible in buildings as the first laboratories, the astronomical
observatory and the botanical garden.
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Keynote Speakers

The keynote speakers at this edition
will be Inés Amorim (University of
Porto, Portugal) and Richard W.
Hoyle (University of Reading,
United Kingdom).

KEYNOTE 1

Inés Amorim

Farmer agency in
early modern times:
individual and
collective efforts

Inés Amorim is a Full Professor at the Faculty of Arts of the University of Porto,
Portugal, a lecturer in the Department of History, Politics and International
Studies, and Director of the master's degree in History and Heritage. She has
been the Scientific Coordinator of CITCEM - Transdisciplinary Research Center
for Culture, Space and Memory since March 2023. She has participated in dif-
[ferent interdisciplinary projects and collaborates with researchers from different
scientific areas (Anthropology, Biology, Economics, Geography and Information
Science), in teams formed by researchers from different universities, such as
England, Germany, France, Canada, Norway, Spain, Italy, United States, Ireland,
Denmark, India, Timor, among others. Her main interests are focused on eco-
nomic and social history, environmental history, climate history, credit, con-
sumption, poverty and well-being, as well as the area of maritime heritage.

Agricultural agency is a term imported from current agricultural services
policy, encompassing several objectives: land access, crop selection and
forest management, credit and loan programs, disaster management,
and agricultural market management, among others. The perspective is
to assess the capacity of agricultural producers to make decisions about
their livelihoods and environmental stewardship. This concept focuses
on farmers ability to select, act, and effect change, whether individually
or through collective efforts.

Applying this perspective to the Portuguese Modern Period may risk be-
coming anachronistic, but we consider it a challenge in reviewing current
historiography and gathering indicators about decision-making within ag-
ricultural communities, whatever their nature. The main constraints stem
from the nature of the information sources (primary sources and their
producers) and locating potential capacity-building opportunities within
the interstices of the powers that controlled land and agricultural resourc-
es. The approach is easier to carry out if we conduct a top-down analysis,
particularly of monastic institutions, which deal with local farmers, but it is
still possible to map locations where opportunities are observed for farm-
ers to select and implement changes (bottom-up).
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KEYNOTE 2
Richard Hoyle

Arthur Young,

Sir George Sinclair and
the agricultural origins
of quantitative

social science

Richard Hoyle is Visiting Professor of Economic History at the University of
Reading (UK) where he was Professor of Rural History 2000-14. He was latterly
Professor of Local and Regional History at the University of London, 2014-16. He
served as editor of Agricultural History Review 1999-2020 and is general editor
of the Boydell Studies in Rural History (https://boydellandbrewer.com/books/

series/boydell-studies-in-rural-history/). He was one of the team that organised

the first Rural History Conference in Brighton in 2010 and served as the founding
president of EURHO, 2010-15. He manages the on-line library LIBRAL https://
boydellandbrewer.com/books/series/boydell-studies-in-rural-history/). In

April 2025 he was elected President of the British Agricultural History Society.

As an agricultural and rural historian, he has ranged widely. Recent publica-
tions include a new account of the British agricultural revolution in the Oxford
Handbook of Agricultural History (ed.) Whayne (2024) and an essay on the uses
of accounts on late eighteenth-century agriculture in a volume on accounts
edited by Joly and D'Onofrio in the Boydell series (2025). Much recent work is
directed towards aspects of the grain trade, but he continues to be active in
earlier periods and his next book will be Landlords and tenants in Tawney’s cen-
tury; tenurial change in England, 1540-1640. www.rwhoyle.org.uk

This plenary is about information and description. It explains the way in which
the gathering of information about British agriculture became increasingly so-
phisticated and quantitative in character in the thirty or so years after 1780. At
the end of the eighteenth century, English society was largely without statis-
tics. There were no national population figures nor a clear sense of whether
population was growing. Most parishes did not know how large they were.
No agricultural data was collected. What was available was customs data, and
contemporaries watched the balance of trade in agricultural products with
anxiety but without really understanding what the figures meant.

Our account starts with Arthur Young (1741-1820) - the best known of
the late eighteenth-century British agronomists and a natural quantifier,
but his methods, especially as seen in his published agricultural Tours -
appear slapdash. And yet Young has been claimed as the pioneer of sam-
pling and we have largely overlooked how he used his data. He was cer-
tainly an early adopter of the circulated questionnaire, designed to gather
structured and consistent evidence of conditions.

Sir John Sinclair (1754-1835) launched a very different approach to data
gathering by sending Scottish clergy a questionnaire about their parishes.
Their returns formed the basis of the Statistical Survey of Scotland. Sinclair
intended to extend this approach to England, but had to be satisfied with the
largely qualitative General Views sponsored by the Board of Agriculture. But
these also espoused the idea of structured data in a consistent framework.
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We shall show how, in the hands of the younger generation of contribu-
tors - individuals who are now little known - the General Views increasingly
drew on fieldwork and became data rich and highly quantitative, employing
a recognizable social science methodology.

. X - o
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Tilling the land, 1953, Varela Pécurto, National Library of Portugal




Tuesday, 9th September 2025
Faculty of Arts and Humanities | 9hoo — 11hoo | PARALLEL SESSIONS 1

24

SESSION PAPER1 PAPER 2 PAPER 3 PAPER 4 PAPER 5 ROOM
1.1. Lands and 1.1.1. The Royal 1.1.2. Royal 1.1.3. Royal domain  1.1.4. Ownership 1.1.5.The Sala1,
natural spaces of Wood Factgry {:md authqrity over and fief iq I-;arly and respgnsibility: constructioq of 3rd floor
the royal estate: the centralisation colonial grasslands:  Modern Sicily: the the Spanish the (theoretical)
X . of the exploitation contested claims case of Camopetro Crown'’s claim to eminent domain
categt?rles, of the Leiria Pine during the Gi Pace Gravi vacant inheritances  of the Crowns of
agencies, and Forest (1723-1807) 16th century facomo Face Gravina (Italy and Spanish Castile and Portugal
rights in the Biogo Moreno vicerroyalty of Peru America, 17th-18th  over woodlands for
Iberian world g Carolina Jurado centuries) shipbuilding in the
(15th-18th Alessandro Buono Iberian Peninsula
centuries) (XV-XVIith centuries)
Marfa Carolina Jurado, Koldo Trapaga-Monchet
Manuel Bastias
Saavedra
1.2. Quality over 1.2.1. A matter of 1.2.2. Rescuing 1.2.3. Between 1.2.4. Conquering TP2,
time and across qqality: harvesting tradjtiongl olive divergence and quality: the ) 4th floor
regions: evidence olives in the cultivars in convergence: transformation of
R A southern Italian Portugal for a more regional patterns the Italian olive oil
from the olive oil countryside, late sustainable future of technological sector from the
IS0 SIS Tingage  ChanESinSpas 15thcentury o the
Ramon Ramon-Mufioz, Monteiro, Ana Duarte - -
Silvia A. Conca Messina,  Gaia Bruno Rodrigues since the mid-19th  pii yigrrico, Silvia A.
Ana Duarte Rodrigues century Conca Messina
Ramon Ramon-Mufioz
1.3. Old and new 1.3.1. Agribusiness 1.3.2. The struggle 1.3.3.The TPy,
configurations .and edycation for educati.o.n socio-histori(.:al 4th floor
of rural Brazil: in Brazil in the Brgzman and economic
ital ial Paulino José Orso countryside: ) comp05|tl9n of
capital, socia from pedagogical rural Brazil: the
movements and ruralism to the protagonism of
education Escola da Terra subjects in the
Maria Cristina dos Program struggle for land
Santos, Luiz Bezerra, Luiz Bezerra Neto and education
Paulino José Orso Maria Cristina dos
Santos
1.4. Mutual 1.4.1. An overview 1.4.2. Pueblos, 1.4.3. An unique 1.4.4. Haciendas 1.4.5. Anfiteatro III,
construction of water cc_mflicts haciendas and system.of. and indig.e.nOL.ls Trajectorie; of. 4th floor
and intertwining between villages ranchos between transmission of communities in communalization
and haciendas in the river valleys property rights the dispute and of haciendas
between the central valleys  and the monte overlandina collaboration in in the Sierra of
community of Oaxaca, Mexico, in Northwestern Brazilian civil the management Piura, 18th to 20th
and hacienda 19th to 20th New Spain: spaces,  parish during the of water and century
in the Hispanic- century resources, and 19th century territory: the Alejandro Diez
Lusitanian worlds, Olivia P. Topete bound.‘:?ries in Fhe Manoela Pedroza V{:llleys of Chira and
18th-20th centuries . Mayo river basin Piura from the 19th
(Americas, Asia and Cynthia Radding to the 20th century
the Caribbean) 1 Alejandro Diez
Eric Léonard, Antonio
Escobar Ohmstede,
Marta Martin Gabaldén
1.5. Agricultural 1.5.1.Calibrating 1.5.2. Tractorization ~ 1.5.3. Agricultural 1.5.4. Street Sala 4,
Interaction: tractors  and social change: tractors and social protests and 3rd floor

tractors, social
change and rural
communities in
20th century 1

Bruno Esperante

and draft animals
in Swiss agriculture,
1900-1960

Juri Auderset

a comparative
analysis of
agricultural
mechanization in
Turkey and Finland

Derya Nizam Bilgic,
Aapo Jumppanen,
Timo Suutari

change in rural
communities.
Galicia, Spain
1950-2000

Bruno Esperante

festive parades:
the multifunctional
use of tractors

in Belgium since
the 1950s

Yves Segers
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SESSION PAPER1 PAPER 2 PAPER 3 PAPER 4 PAPER S ROOM
1.6. Exploring 1.6.1. A peste, fame 1.6.2. Explotjing j.6.3. Writing wills 1.6.4. Explotting Sala 3,
demographic et bello libera nos, demographic in agropastoral demographic 3rd floor
atterns domine: mapping patterns and communities of the  patterns amid
p idemi ' d epidemics and epidemic cycles Catalan Pyrenees epidemic cycles
epidemics an famines in Late in late medieval after the Black in late medieval
!'nortallty crises Medieval Aragén Crown of Aragon: Death: a source Crown of Aragon:
in the rural Marfa Luz Rodrigo will series from for demography will series from
communities of Lidia C. Allué-And Y rural communities  and economic and rural communities
Late Medieval dla . Allue-Andres in Catalonia social history in Catalonia
Northwestern (1348-1530). The Joan (1348-1530)
Mediterranean case of the small } Albert Reixach Sal
hh ] town of Sant Boi Busoms-Cabanas ert Reixach >ala
Pere Bem.to i Monclus, de Llobregat,
Albert Reixach Sala near Barcelona
(1371-1500)
Pere Benito i Monclus,
Alberto Barber Blasco
1.7. 1.7.1. Coping with 1.7.2. Refusing the 1.7.3. Seasonality, 1.7.4. Sala 7,
Underemployment, underemployment: factory: peasant mobility and Performances, 4th floor
seasonality and migration, attitudes to the evolution mobilities,
mobility in rural pluriactivity, and industrial work of the incomes underemployment
worlds (18th-20th gender in Eastern (Ivry - France of day laborers in Italian
centuries) 1 Finland during the 1800-1880) and agricultural agriculture during
o ' 19th century Fabrice Boudjaaba _T_ervanlts in the 1930s
l;llcdcolo MlEneml, LUc@  potri Talvitie (1";;'553{1;‘:"‘2;5' Luca Andreoni,
ndreoni, Francesco -
! Francesco
Chiapparino losif Marin Balog Chiapparino
1.8. The time 1.8.1. Women'’s 1.8.2. The feudal 1.8.3. Amale affair?  1.8.4. Property and Sala 2,
around 1525 economic position system and the Women's wealth gender in rural 3rd floor
from a gender in Southern inheritance rights and their economic  areas: continuities
g Germany at the of women in the participation in and particularities
and hou§ehold time of the Peasant  Tyrolean nobility of  the household in in Tyrolean Court
economic Revolt: An analysis  the early modern southern Tyrol Practice around
perspective of taxable wealth eriod around 1525 1525
P
Janine Maegraith, Victoria Gierok Siglinde Clementi Janine Maegraith Margareth Lanzinger
Siglinde Clementi
1.9. Timber 1.9.1. The coming 1.9.2. Timber 1.9.3. ijbgr Anfiteatro VI,
floatations in forth of the floatations on the floatation in Yonne 3rd floor

Europe: between
continuity and
discontinuity 1

Claudio Lorenzini,
Katia Occhi

modern capitalist
timber industry
around the upper
- stream of the
river Mures

Zsombor Attila Gal

river Mures/Maros
in the 18th and
19th centuries

Dimitri Langoureau,
Nicolas Jacob

Robert-Miklos Nagy

1.10. Continuities 1.10.1. Socio- 1.10.2. The futureis  1.10.3. The role Instituto de
rather than ecological organic: narratives of the animal in Paleografia,
novelties? trajectories and of organic farming a sustainable 3rd floor
hnol . historical roots ina 1978 TV food system:
:I'ec nologies, of hedgerows in documentary an exploration of
Imaginaries Europe: what role ' a contested issue
: . : Wwal Friedl -
and practices in and prospects for alpurga Frie in the Netherlands
the ecologisation hedgerows in the 1950-2000
of agriculture 1 g}at';\e:;“:;ggn Amber Striekwold
Romain Blancaneaux,
) - between
Julie Hermesse, Nicolas |1 0 dernization
Loodts and ecologization
narratives?
Gianni Malica
1.11. Rural 1.11.1. Economic 1.11.2. Inequality 1.11.3. Between 1.11.4. Peasant 1.11.5. Wealthy Anfiteatro I,
economic inequalities among among the rural roots and or townspeople peasants and poor 3rd floor

inequalities in the

Central and Eastern

Europe in the
late Middle Ages
and Early Modern
period 1

Radostaw Poniat

nobility in the
Grand Duchy of
Lithuania in the 16-
18th centuries

Marzena Liedke,
Radostaw Poniat,
Piotr Guzowski

Joanna Hryniewicka,

urban wealth:
economic
inequalities

among the Polish-
Lithuanian nobility
in the

17th-18th centuries

Ewa Kazmierczyk,
Monika
Koztowska-Szyc

nobility of the
Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth
in the late 18th
century

Dawid Kowalik

wealth? Economic
inequality among
residents of
agrarian towns in
the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania in the
18th century

Agnieszka Zoch

nobles: inequalty
and overlapping

affluence in early
modern Slovenia

Aleksander Panjek
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Tuesday, 9th September 2025

Faculty of Arts and Humanities

8hi15 — ghoo
OPEN SESSION

[Room Teatro Paulo
Quintela, 3™ floor|

Representative of the Magnificent
Rector of the University of Coimbra

Albano Figueiredo Rodrigues
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, University of Coimbra

José Manuel Mendes Dean of the
Faculty of Economics, University of
Coimbra

José Oliveira Martins Scientific
Coordinator of the Center for
Interdisciplinary Studies, University
of Coimbra

José Pedro Paiva Scientific
Coordinator of the Center for the
History of Society and Culture,
University of Coimbra

Eniké Rusz Fogarasi EURHO
President

Dulce Freire EURHO 2025
Organising Committee

9hoo - 11hoo

[Room Gama Barros,
3™ floor]

EURHO
Board Meeting

Agordela, Valpagos, 1985, Eduardo Perez Sanchez, Collection of the Municipality of Braganga
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9hoo - 11ho0o

PARALLEL SESSIONS 1

[Room Sala 1, 3% floor]

1.1. Lands and
natural spaces of
the royal estate:
categories,
agencies, and
rights in the Iberian
world (15th-18th
centuries)

ORGANISERS Manuel Bastias
Saavedra Leibniz University
of Hannover, Germany, Maria

Carolina Jurado University of
Buenos Aires, Argentina

MODERATOR Maria Carolina
Jurado University of Buenos Aires,
Argentina

DISCUSSANT Manuel Bastias
Saavedra Leibniz University of
Hannover, Germany

The Royal Wood
Factory and the
centralisation of the
exploitation of the
Leiria Pine Forest
(1723-1807)

Diogo Moreno University of Evora,
Portugal

Early modern monarchies traditionally claimed rights over wastelands, for-
ests, woodlands, waters, and other natural spaces as parts of the Royal
Estate. This was also true of the Crowns of Portugal and Spain, extending
these claims to the territories occupied in the process of colonial expansion
in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. While much attention has been paid to
the 18th-century idea of eminent domain of the Prince in European doc-
trine, royal claims to lands and its appropriation was far from straightfor-
ward. Recent studies have pointed out that the effective control of lands
and other parts of the royal estate involved a tense process of confronta-
tion of different rights, which questioned their royal status, the adoption of
different judicial routes, and the mobilization of different sets of unwritten
norms. This panel proposes to explore the different modalities by which the
land and other natural spaces under the rule of the Crowns of Castile and
Portugal became royalties, highlighting the agencies deployed, the catego-
ries used, and the procedural frameworks of their development. We also
seek to examine the conflicts inherent to the royal claim on uncultivated
lands and other natural spaces deployed on indigenous and/or Spanish
possessions and their resolution. To this end, we welcome contributions
that focus on case studies on different parts of the Iberian world, encourag-
ing conceptual and methodological discussion that contribute to a collective
reflection. We welcome papers that address questions, such as: What legal
categories and normative frameworks sustained the royal claim to resourc-
es in the domains of the Iberian Crowns? How were vacant and royal lands
defined in practice? How were these frameworks challenged, and how did
they change over time? How did royal claims interact with other claims to
dominion (e.g., dominio directo and dominio utile)? When does the category
of eminent domain come into the discussion, and how do actors adjust to
these new doctrines and /or confront them?

The aim of this paper is to reflect on the intervention of political power in
the exploitation of resources in the Leiria Pine Forest. The objective of this
intervention was to centralise the exploitation of the pine forest's resources
and it was carried out through an industrial establishment, the Royal Wood
Factory. This establishment was active in two production sectors: wood
sawmilling between 1723 and 1774, and the tar and pitch sector starting
in 1790. The two sectors produced different results, and the organisation
of the Leiria pine forest economy and the production techniques imple-
mented at the factory may have been conditioning factors for the factory's
success. In the wood sawmilling sector, the factory found it difficult to assert
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Royal authority over
colonial grasslands:
contested claims
during the 16th century
vicerroyalty of Peru

Carolina Jurado University of
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Royal domain and fief
in Early Modern Sicily:
the case of Camopetro

Giacomo Pace Gravina University
of Messina, Italy

itself in the face of the existing hand sawmills in the interior of the Pinhal.
In the tar and pitch sector, on the other hand, the factory ended up being
more successful than the rudimentary kilns that existed on the outskirts of
the pine forest. The local resistance upon the factory was different between
those two sectors, existing more against the sawmilling centralisation out-
sider the interior of the pine forest then against the tar and pitch sactor.

The rights of the Castilian Crown over the grasslands, woodlands, baldios
and waters of the LatinAmerican viceroyalties constitute a key aspect ad-
dressed by jurists of the common law and by royal dispositions throughout
the three centuries of overseas domination. One of its most famous texts,
the Politica Indiana of Juan de Solérzano Pereira, stated in 1648 an uncon-
tested Crown’s dominion over the colonial grasslands and other natural
spaces as realengos. Nevertheless, as recent studies have pointed out, the
effective royal control of colonial natural resources involved a tense process
of confrontation of different rights ~-whether communal or particular-, and
different kind of uses of the resources which questioned their royal status.

Focusing on the variability hidden in the grassland legal category, this paper
aims to explore the historical process of contested claims over the possession
and exploitation of these central economic resources in the Viceroyalty of
Peru during the 16th Century. In particular, it addresses the relation between
the different social actors that exploited these resources, under common or
particular rights, since pre-Hispanic times and the ways in wich the grassland
ownership practices and uses changed as Royal claims were reinforced.

The fief of Camopetro, part of the royal city of Caltagirone (Sicily), was the
setting for a fascinating historical event.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the Crown sought to assert greater control
over Camopetro to appropriate its revenues, through inspections entrust-
ed to Spanish magistrates. This led to the creation of an unusual dynamic:
alongside the Crown's dominium eminens, there coexisted the directum of
the city/baroness and the utilis of landholders.

The research aims to highlight how a community contributed to redefining
land ownership regimes through interactions with the Crown and the use of
legal instruments such as lus commune, laws, customs, agricultural contracts.

The study will be conducted through the examination of existing documen-
tation: contracts, legal proceedings, judgments. These sources will help an-
alyze the mechanisms underlying the coexistence of different land owner-
ship regimes, highlighting the plurality of interests of the actors involved and
their conflicting dimensions.
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Ownership and
responsibility: the
Spanish Crown'’s claim
to vacant inheritances
(Italy and Spanish
America, 17th-18th
centuries)

Alessandro Buono Pisa University,
Italy

The construction of the
(theoretical) eminent
domain of the Crowns
of Castile and Portugal
over woodlands for
shipbuilding in the
Iberian Peninsula (XV-
XVIith centuries)

Koldo Trapaga-Monchet King
Juan Carlos University, Spain

This will make it possible to identify the mechanisms of operation of this system,
and understand the social and economic dynamics of land use underlying the
often conflicting relations between the Crown, urban nobility, barons, farmers,
and herders in Early Modern Sicily, in the context of the Iberian Monarchy.

In the early modern period, the King of Spain, like other European monarchs
and Republics, sought to assert the right to incorporate a specific category of
vacant estates into the crown’'s domain: inheritances without an heir. Unlike
res nullius, these assets were considered bona vacantia or res nullius in bonis,
meaning goods that, although they once had an owner, were now abandoned.
In this way, the king endeavored to position himself as the heir of last resort for
all individuals who died without heirs.

This claim, however, was not uncontested; it faced challenges from various
competing entities, both ecclesiastical and secular. Drawing on examples from
both Spanish America and Spanish Italy between the 17th and 18th centuries,
| aim to illustrate the logic employed by the crown to assert its claim. My objec-
tive is to demonstrate that, within the legal framework of the ancien régime, all
property entailed a shared responsibility, a quasi-servitude towards the public
good. As the supreme administrator of the res publica, the king based his claim
on a form of last-resort responsibility, justifying his right to claim any property
that lacked an individual capable of directing it towards the public good.

During the 16th century, the Crowns of Castile and Portugal set out new
royal claims over woodlands with the purpose of ensuring the existence of
easily accessible home-grown trees for imperial shipbuilding. These claims
were accompanied by the approval of a negative forestry legislation that
emphasized the eminent domain of the Iberian Kings above the remaining
administrative levels and non-state actors. The key-point laid in the way in
which these claims were implemented on the ground, and the reality was
far more complex that the simplistic ‘autocratic’ vision embedded by the
forestry legislation and administration.

Consequently, this paper aims firstly to revisit the creation of the new narratives
posed by the Crowns to impose their royal claims over woodlands for ship-
building. Secondly, it intends to shed new light the ways in which the Crowns
sought to enforce their claims. The historical sources will be revisited through
the lens of agroforestry studies and multilevel governance framework, because
the Iberian Crowns not only needed to engage with the local inhabitants to en-
sure their interests, but also because they acted upon existing socio-ecological
realities in which divergent and convergent interests collided.
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[Room TP2, 4% floor]

1.2. Quality over
time and across
regions: evidence
from the

olive oil sector

ORGANISERS Ramon Ramon-
Muioz University of Barcelona,
Spain, Silvia A. Conca Messina
University of Milan, Italy, Ana
Duarte Rodrigues University
of Lisbon, Portugal

MODERATOR
Ramon Ramon-Muiioz University
of Barcelona, Spain

How has olive oil quality evolved over time? Why do some regions within the
same country produce better grades of the same product than others? This
session aims to address these questions by examining the olive oil sector—a
typically Mediterranean product—from the early nineteenth century to the
present day. Despite recent expansion into new areas, Mediterranean coun-
tries have consistently dominated the production and trade of olive oil (Ramon-
Mufioz, 2000; Istituto di Servizi per il Mercato Agricolo Alimentare, 2023).

The quality of olive oil that the Mediterranean countries have produced
has evolved due to a combination of supply and demand factors. However,
this session will primarily focus on the supply side. First, it will explore agri-
cultural practices and transformations that have contributed to improving
product quality over time. Second, it will examine the relationship between
the adoption of new machinery, industrial methods, and the resulting im-
provements in product quality. Finally, it will consider other factors influ-
encing quality, such as the role of legislation, scientific societies, and other
institutions. By adopting a regional perspective, the session aims to discuss
papers that cover any stage of the production and distribution chain—from
the olive grove to the final consumer. Topics of interest include, but are not
limited to, technological, scientific, and organizational innovations; patents;
cultivar selection and exchange; soil improvement; and regional responses
to policies and regulations aimed at improving product quality.

While some research exists on the modernization of the Mediterranean
olive oil industry, much less attention has been given to systematical-
ly comparing olive oil quality and its determinants across regions and
countries over time (Ramon-Mufioz, 2013). By providing new evidence
on it and from a diversity of perspectives, this session can contribute to
broader academic discussions. First, it will contribute to the history of
science, fostering the discussion on the conceptual framework of arti-
sanal epistemology, vernacular science, hybrid epistemology as a cate-
gory (Smith, 2018). Second, it will also add to the history of agriculture,
horticulture and botany (Duarte Rodrigues et al, 2019), as the selection
of cultivars has also an important influence on product quality and mar-
ket success. Third, it will contribute to the growing literature on tech-
nological change in agriculture and agribusiness industries, focusing on
how technology has driven quality improvements and their consequenc-
es (Bigliardi & Galati, 2013). Fourth, it will enrich the field of food history,
particularly the history of food quality and its determinants, a topic that
has attracted attention in the study of products like wine, meat, milk, and
butter (e.g., Dupré, 1999; Stanziani, 2007, 2015). Lastly, this session will
contribute to regional economic history, illustrating how divergent pat-
terns of development can emerge within the same sector and providing
new insights into regional inequality in the Mediterranean basin (e.g.,
Rosés & Wolf, 2019; Molema & Svensson, 2021).
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A matter of quality:
harvesting olives in
the southern Italian
countryside, late 18th
early 19th centuries

Gaia Bruno Ca’' Foscari University
of Venice, Italy

Rescuing traditional
olive cultivars in
Portugal for a more
sustainable future

Patricia Trindade Monteiro &
Ana Duarte Rodrigues University
of Lisbon, Portugal

The olive oil quality depends on different factors, among which the existing
historiography has given special attention to pressing, thanks to the avail-
able sources. Indeed, since the 18th century, thinkers and entrepreneurs
have written about the innovations in this stage of the production process
(Salvemini-Carrino, 2003). But for the quality of oil the way in which the ol-
ives are harvested is equally important: if the olives are picked from the
tree, the best ail is obtained; if they are picked from the ground, a very
poor-quality oil is obtained. In southern Italy in the early modern age, this
technique was especially widespread (Placanica, 1999) with the use of wom-
en and children. It is no coincidence that oil from southern Italy, especially
Calabria, was considered of inferior quality compared to that from Provence
and destined more for industrial uses than for food.

Considering the importance of this step of production and the scarcity of ex-
isting historiography, this paper aims to study olive harvesting in the south-
ern ltalian countryside from the late 18th century onwards, using reports,
memoirs and theoretical reflections of cultivation. | will adopt a long durée
perspective to show how the same techniques were used for centuries.

The valorization of historic agricultural landscapes and the protection of
germplasm resources from genetic erosion is considered a priority by the
international community. Focusing on the transformations in olive growth
and market requirements and their consequences on the choice of olive
cultivars, this paper argues that we should look back at history and res-
cue traditional cultivars in order to ensure more sustainable olive growth.
Moreover, each region has its specific characteristics. Therefore, this paper
examines the lost of traditional olive cultivars in Baixo Alentejo in south-
ern Portugal in the twentieth century. In this region, olive cultivation re-
sulted from particular selection processes focused on regional adaptation,
quality, pest resistance, and productivity. As a result, genetic diversity was
preserved through vegetative propagation. Drawing on lessons from Latin
agronomists and Islamic authors, empirical knowledge regarding intercrop-
ping practices, polyculture, green fertilization, and agroecological principles
from the past, this paper contends that traditional knowledge can inform
modern approaches to sustainable agriculture. This approach should en-
courage the valorization of historic landscapes and the conservation of ge-
netic resources. Understanding these practices is essential for addressing
current challenges, such as climate change and environmental degradation.
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Between divergence
and convergence:
regional patterns of
technological change
in Spain’s olive oil
industry since the mid-
19th century

Ramon Ramon-Muiioz University
of Barcelona, Spain

Conquering quality: the
transformation of the
Italian olive oil sector
from the 19th century
to the present day

Rita d’Errico Roma Tre University
and University of Milan, Italy, Silvia
A. Conca Messina University of
Milan, Italy

This paper explores regional patterns of technological change in Spain’s
olive oil industry - a key player in the international market of the product
- from the mid-nineteenth century onwards. It begins by examining how
technological advancements in the industry have been closely tied to the
production of higher-quality olive oil. Since olives are highly perishable,
long periods of storage before pressing leads to fermentation, result-
ing in rancid oil with unpleasant odours and flavours. Innovations such
as the hydraulic press, particularly when it was mechanically powered,
the industrial refining plants, and the continuous extraction system via
centrifugation significantly improved product quality. Using quantitative
evidence from various sources, the paper follows by outlining regional
variations in technological change and exploring whether the diffusion
of new technology led to convergence across regions, and if so, to what
extent this process has been linear. Finally, the paper assesses the re-
lationship between technological change and international competitive-
ness through product quality.

Over the past century and a half, Italy has transformed itself from an in-
dustrial exporter of mainly low-grade oil for industrial use to a prominent
global producer of high-quality table olive oil. This major change was
triggered by international competition and the advent of seed oil in the
20th century. In response to these challenges, the sector has embraced
technological innovation and efficiency, improving productivity and qual-
ity standards. A key contribution came from the Italian industry, interna-
tionally renowned for its sophisticated machinery and tools for harvest-
ing, processing and refining oil. As a result, the country is now the world's
largest importer and consumer, and the second largest exporter of olive
oil by volume after Spain, with exports worth much more than imports.
This paper examines the transformation of the Italian olive oil sector,
focusing on the role of scientific and technological innovation, the contri-
bution of trade associations, cooperation and education, and the strat-
egies to overcome the relatively small size of many olive oil companies.
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[Room TP1, 4 floor]

1.3. Old and new
configurations of
rural Brazil: capital,
social movements
and education
ORGANISERS Maria Cristina dos
Santos & Luiz Bezerra Neto
Federal University of Sdo Carlos,

Brazil, Paulino José Orso \Western
Parana State University, Brazil

MODERATOR Maria Cristina dos
Santos Federal University of Sdo
Carlos, Brazil

The occupation of Brazilian territory has gone through different phases in
its historical process, marked by land concentration and a growing mass
of impoverished workers. This inequality has sparked numerous violent
conflicts throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, and pressured by social
movements advocating for democratization of land access, the State was
forced to intervene and implement Agrarian Reform projects, which led to
a new configuration in the countryside, now characterized by the presence
of camps and family farming settlements focused on food production. This
has generated new social demands, including for education, which has nev-
er been a priority for the economically and politically dominant classes. As
a result, education for those who work and live in the countryside, drawing
their means of survival from it, has suffered even more, especially since
Brazil began its industrialization process. In this context, pressure from
social movements, particularly the Landless Workers' Movement (MST), is
necessary to advance the struggle for the education of people living in rural
areas. Thus, starting from an analysis of the relationship between the devel-
opment of capitalism in rural areas, rural development, and education, we
aim to discuss the ongoing struggle for land and for public, secular, and so-
cially relevant education, considering the closure of rural schools, especially
after the 1980s, when the expulsion of rural workers intensified. The school
is the only public institution present in rural areas in most of Brazilian ter-
ritory, and when it closes, the State turns its back, making access to public
services even more difficult for workers. Furthermore, we seek to under-
stand the relationship between education and production in rural settings,
especially when social movements invest in agroecological production while
large capital, represented by agribusiness, practices intensive agriculture
based on pesticide use. However, we cannot forget that rural education has
a symbiotic relationship with agroecology and sustainable agricultural pro-
duction and is a significant achievement for riverside, coastal, quilombola
communities, and agrarian reform settlers, among others, playing an im-
portant role in shaping future generations. Thus, on one hand, there is a
need to reflect on the Brazilian rural environment and its historical process-
es, and on the other, on the challenges facing education and agroecological
production that is free from pesticides. Considering this reality, we propose
a forum to discuss the historical development of capitalism in rural areas
and its impacts on the economic, social, and cultural landscape, including
school education and the distribution of production by rural communities
who earn their livelihoods from the land, whether through family farming or
traditional practices of indigenous and riverside communities.
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Agribusiness and
education in Brazil

Paulino José Orso \Western
Parana State University, Brazil

The struggle for
education in the
Brazilian countryside:
from pedagogical
ruralism to the Escola
da Terra Program

Luiz Bezerra Neto Federal
University of Sdo Carlos, Brazil

The socio-historical and
economic composition
of rural Brazil: the
protagonism of
subjects in the struggle
for land and education

Maria Cristina dos Santos Federal
University of Sdo Carlos, Brazil

Brazil is one of the countries with the largest concentration of land in the
world. According to OXFAM, which operates in more than 90 countries to
combat inequality and poverty, 1% of rural establishments in Latin America
account for 51.19% of all arable land in the region. Brazil only loses to
Colombia. While 0.4% of Colombian rural landowners control 67% of pro-
ductive land, 1% of Brazilian landowners own 45% of the land. With this
power, it reaches the absurdity that a country that has a majority urban
population (86%), elects 52.6% of deputies and 33.3% of senators linked
to agribusiness, whose center of concern turns to the rural environment,
that is, for a minority. In this context, in addition to the ruralist caucus pro-
moting reforms and approving laws favorable to their direct and immediate
interests, women in agriculture also organized themselves with the aim of
promoting a radical change in textbooks, with the aim of rewriting history
and removing all terms , concepts and school content related, whether to
agrarian reform, land distribution, the use of pesticides and violence in the
countryside, or to issues of gender, slavery, racism, social equality, etc.

The discussion about the need to educate rural populations in Brazil is long-
standing. As early as the 1920s, a movement known as pedagogical rural-
ism emerged, aimed at educating rural workers. This movement lasted until
the 1950s. In the 1950s, 63.84% of the Brazilian population lived in rural
areas, and the literacy rate in these areas was below 7%, with rates in the
northeastern states falling below 4%. Faced with these illiteracy levels, the
National Rural Education Campaign (CNER) was launched to train and/or
prepare teachers to work in rural areas with the goal of improving education
and rural school infrastructure. Starting in the 1980s, with the fall of the civ-
il-military regime and the prominence of the Landless Workers’ Movement
(MST), the struggle for rural education gained traction, whether through the
National Education Program in Agrarian Reform (PRONERA) or the Escola
da Terra Program, created by the Secretariat for Continuing Education,
Diversity, and Inclusion in the 2000s. The purpose of this paper is to discuss
rural education in Brazil from pedagogical ruralism to the present day.

Brazil is a country of continental dimensions with a highly diverse social
configuration. In rural areas, this diversity became even more pronounced
from the 1980s onwards, with the affirmation of diversity guaranteed by
the 1988 Federal Constitution, which acknowledges the demarcation of
lands occupied by traditional, indigenous, and quilombola peoples (BRASIL,
1988). Furthermore, other populations who live in direct relation to the
land, drawing their livelihood from it, also secured territorial rights, but not
without much struggle, pain, and bloodshed. According to Resolution No.
2 (28/04/2008), the rural population is composed of “various forms of life
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production - family farmers, extractivists, artisanal fishermen, riverine com-
munities, agrarian reform settlers and camp dwellers, quilombolas, caicaras,
indigenous people, and others.” Based on bibliographic and documentary
research and motivated by my work with rural and quilombola communi-
ties, the aim of this text is to highlight the protagonism of these subjects in
shaping rural Brazil through the affirmation of rural social movements in the
fight for land, belonging, and school education.

[Room Anfiteatro III,
4% floor]

1.4. Mutual
construction

and intertwining
between
community and
hacienda in the
Hispanic-Lusitanian
worlds, 18th-

20th centuries
(Americas, Asia and
the Caribbean) 17

ORGANISERS Eric Léonard
Research Institute

for Development, France,
Antonio Escobar Ohmstede
Center for Research and Higher
Studies in Social Anthropology,
Mexico, Marta Martin Gabaldén
National Autonomous University
of Mexico, Mexico

Agrarian communities and latifundia structures have constituted oppos-
ing paradigms in the socio-political organization, economic structure and
development models of the rural world in developing countries, partic-
ularly in those that were part of the empires of the Iberian monarchies.
In the Americas in particular, they took the respective forms of indige-
nous communities or pueblos de indios and haciendas. The oppositions
and conflicts between these two kinds of property and organization have
structured historiographical reflections and societal projects throughout
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. They currently re-emerge in the
processes of agribusiness expansion and extractive developments (miner-
als, energy or bio-resources), confronted by attempts to rebuild forms of
community organization and collective property.

Contrasting with this binary perspective, the panel aims to examine the
relationships and over-laps, at different possible levels, between com-
munity and latifundia structures of property and socio-political organiza-
tion, considering the daily forms of interaction (cooperation, functional
exchanges, conflicts...) that interweaved and reconfigured them between
the colonial and contemporary periods.

It seeks to go beyond approaches of opposing or dichotomizing their re-
spective dynamics, to examine the concrete forms of interaction between
the two types of structures and the ways in which these translated into links
of mutual influence in their processes of construction and (re)configuration
in the long run. We are particularly interested in considering the interde-
pendencies that arose through economic, social, symbolic, political and ter-
ritorial exchanges associated with particular activities and particular social
groups within both types of structures. The panel will also seek to illustrate
and understand how political and institutional changes at the national or re-
gional level (such as the formation of municipalities or parishes, the nominal
dissolution of corporate property of communities and pueblos, the land re-
forms of the twentieth century, or the dismantling of these in recent times),
were subject to appropriations and reformulations at the local and regional
levels, which can be analysed through the light of the structural, political,
territorial and economic imbrications that haciendas and communities (or
certain social groups within them) had developed in previous periods.
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An overview of water
conflicts between
villages and haciendas
in the central valleys of
Oaxaca, Mexico, 19th
to 20th century

Olivia P. Topete Pozas Center
for Research and Higher Studies in
Social Anthropology, Mexico

More globally, the panel proposes to rethink the frontiers and boundaries
between the two types of agrarian structures and socio-political organization,
examining the porosities and reciprocal uses they made of each other. These
issues can be explored through the following and non-limiting approaches:

The complementary forms of cooperation and conflict in the uses of nat-
ural resources (land, water, forests, pastures) and their relationships with
legal changes; The spatial imbrications, boundary confusions, overlaps
and shared uses of particular spaces between communities and hacien-
das: forms of shared governance, contracts and conflicts; The function-
al relationships and exchanges in the markets of labour, inputs (credit,
draft animals, intermediate goods), products and services; The process-
es of pueblos and private properties foundation in the geopolitics of
the frontiers of empires or national states; The relationships between
the two types of political-territorial structures in the processes of par-
ish formation, municipalization and their subsequent reconfigurations
(creation of new administrative entities, socio-political segmentation of
communities, etc.); The hacienda towns and, conversely, the “"communal-
ization" of haciendas (through the purchase by communities, indivision
among expanding kinship groups, the abandonment of estates, or the
policies of agrarian reforms, among others).

This study aims to reconstruct the water conflicts that arose between cer-
tain villages and hacienda owners in the Central Valleys of Oaxaca during
the 19th and 20th centuries. Throughout this period, both villages and ha-
ciendas employed different practices and strategies over time to maintain,
expand, or modify their water usage rights in a context of political change
and disputes over natural resources. The distribution of water impacted not
only agricultural production but also the survival of agrarian structures and
the various rural actors who shared this space.

The distribution of water led to conflicts due to various factors, such as
availability or scarcity, the amount of water that could be allocated between
hacienda owners and villages, and its quality. This study examines how con-
flicts unfolded among the involved actors and how they responded to the
grievances and harm caused by changes in water access. At the same time,
it analyzes the arguments presented by both hacienda owners and villages
to justify their right to use the waters of the Central Valleys of Oaxaca.
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Pueblos, haciendas and
ranchos between the
river valleys and the
monte in Northwestern
New Spain: spaces,
resources, and
boundaries in the Mayo
river basin

Cynthia Radding University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
United States of America

An unique system

of transmission of
property rights over
land in a Brazilian civil
parish during the
19th century

Manoela Pedroza Federal
Fluminense University, Brazil

In accord with the guidelines for the seminar, this paper will illustrate the
mosaic of interconnected spaces between the Yoreme-Mayo pueblos and
Hispanic haciendas and ranchos, focused on the monte of perennial for-
ests in the highlands, the grasslands, and thorn forests in the arid lowlands
of the Mayo river basin. Its argument stems from their opposing claims to
territory and property, countered by quotidian relations of interdepen-
dency that tied together these constellations of Indigenous communities
and rancherias, with substantial populations and spatial mobility, and the
Hispanic settlements of mining centers, villas, and ranchos. Mutual re-
lations of trade and exchange between pueblos y haciendas developed
through markets for labor, produce, and merchandise, local knowledge of
waterways, terrain, vegetation, and wildlife, and the ceremonial cycles that
marked the Indigenous ritual calendar and Catholic liturgy. Interethnic re-
lations in these ecological and sociopolitical frontiers were fraught with
conflicts over the enclosure and the division of the monte through the
processes of issuing legal title to discreet properties and the fragmenta-
tion of communal spaces in forests, grasslands, rivers and arroyos, flood-
plains, and coastal wetlands. Primary sources for the paper include archi-
val documents, maps, images, and oral histories.

The objective of this paper is to show that the smallholdings (sitios) right
next to seigneurial sugar mills (engenhos de aclcar) were a characteristic
element of the socioterritorial structure quite particular in rural regions
of Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) during the 19th century. From a micro-analyt-
ical perspective we stressing concrete cases and came to the conclu-
sion that the excluded sons of the seigneurial families who remained as
smallholders on the states of their luckier brothers created a situation
that could lend legitimacy and stability to a context of great economic
inequalities. The sitio next to the sugar mill concealed the exclusion of
most of the sons from the right of inheritance, however keeping them
with the same status of their ‘kin’ (casa). Engenhos de acucar surrounded
by sitios were a territorial result of a property system transmission that
offered different property rights within a seigneurial kinship.
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Haciendas and
indigenous
communities in

the dispute and
collaboration in the
management of water
and territory: the
valleys of Chira and
Piura from the 19th to
the 20th century

Alejandro Diez Pontifical Catholic
University of Peru, Peru

Trajectories of
communalization of
haciendas in the Sierra
of Piura, 18th to 20th
century

Alejandro Diez Pontifical Catholic
University of Peru, Peru

The valleys of Chira and Piura on the northern coast of Peru have been spac-
es shared by indigenous peoples and communities and by haciendas since
the first century of the conquest. The Toledo reductions established Indian
villages, which shared the productive space with a series of haciendas estab-
lished in both valleys, disputing over time first the lands and, once ownership
was consolidated, the water. Between the end of the 18th century and the
middle of the 20th century, communities and haciendas competed, confront-
ed or collaborated with each other first for the provision of water (scarce),
then for the administration of the resource, mediated by republican state
control and finally for the viability of a series of communal, private and state ir-
rigation projects. Finally, the Agrarian Reform liquidated the hacienda system
and generated an integrated irrigation system under state control.

Contemporary communities have diverse trajectories. Although the com-
monly accepted assumption is that they are collective groups of indigenous
people who survive the colonial situation, the trajectory of several commu-
nities in areas of white and mestizo population shows how collectives with
communal property and defense are produced, generated by diverse pro-
cesses: from the multiplication of descendants of owners of a hacienda to
state conditions that favor the collective protection of the land. In any case,
the construction of a social collective that transmits rights of belonging and
property within the groups is at stake, even when important differences
persist. We will seek to develop the problem from the trajectory of a group
of communities in the sierra of Piura (northern Peru), highlighting two ex-
amples in particular: Santa Catalina de Mossa, communalized by descent,
and Palo Blanco, communalized by legal opportunity. Both cases illustrate
trajectories of several other communities; Additionally, we will analyze cases
that did not transition to communalization but persisted as estates to later
become groups of individual landowners.

[Room Sala 4, 3 floor]

1.5. Agricultural
tractors, social
change and rural
communities in
20th century 1
ORGANISER & MODERATOR

Bruno Esperante University of
Santiago de Compostela, Spain

Agricultural tractors have played a central role of the great agriculture tech-
nology transformations in 20th century. Although the international agrari-
an historiography has made progress in understanding the mechanisation
of agriculture from an institutional and market perspective, the effects of
mechanisation in peasant community's reproduction strategies have yet to
be discussed in depth and in international comparison.

Thus, the main question of this session is: How did agricultural tractors change
peasant communities’ reproduction strategies in 20th century? This question
is directly related to the Marxist hypothesis of social change, which it is often
pointed out that social relations are closely linked to productive forces. So,
when productive forces change, peasants change their mode of production,
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Calibrating Interaction:
tractors and draft
animals in Swiss
agriculture, 1900-1960

Juri Auderset University of Bern and
Archives of Rural History, Switzerland

and when their mode of production changes, all their social relations change.
Therefore, we expect to discuss the hypothesis that links the diffusion of agri-
cultural tractors with the final crisis of peasant reproduction in the 20th centu-
ry. For this reason, we will also discuss how agricultural tractors have shaped
new social relations and new socials classes differentiations for 21st century.

Agricultural tractors are an industrial innovation aimed at saving labour. But
we also know, both from agroecology and from the peasant economy theory,
that peasant innovation strategies are not always aimed at saving labour. This
is especially true in agriculture with family labour based. On the other hand,
we know that in the intensive organic and solar energy-based agriculture that
dominated the world until the first third of 20th century, many agricultural tasks
required large investments of labour from human and animal energy-base
source. For this reason, peasant reproduction strategies were often direct-
ed towards innovations that reduced human physical effort, but not towards
those that completely replaced it. Moreover, we know that fertilisation needs,
and structural nitrogen deficits required livestock, so the complete substitution
of animal traction for agricultural tasks was not appropriate either.

However, all this changed, especially after the Second World War, which the
rise of agribusiness, new marketing techniques to make agricultural tractor
desirable and, overall, innovations needed to make it cheap, easy to use and
adaptable to many types of land and agricultural work. The peasant had to
face up to this change, which structurally overtook them. As a result, many
things changed: ways of working, gender roles, generational roles, marriage
policies, community hierarchies, sociability, leisure, etc. Many changes in re-
production strategies that, in a long-term perspective, became known as Le
Fin des Paysans era in late 20th century.

We would like to receive proposals working on different perspectives (social,
economy, environmental, gender, culture, sociology, anthropology) address-
ing the same question: How did agricultural tractors change peasant commu-
nities’ reproduction strategies? We encourage the submission of proposals
that promote indepth, pluralistic and from below analyses, and dealing with
the 20th century and any territory, both Global North and South.

The latest aim of this session is to publish the papers as a special issue in a
high-ranking journal or as a book in a well renowned international editorial.

The substitution of draft animals by tractors is usually regarded as an im-
portant step in the modernization of 20th century agriculture. The purchase
of a tractor is depicted as the moment when farmers shake off their alle-
giance to the traditional, animal-powered mode of production and enter the
modern age of farming, epitomized in the combustion engine that tied agri-
cultural production to the use of fossil fuels. Yet, the focus on replacement
obscures the long period of co-existence of animals and tractors. Source
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Tractorization and
social change: a
comparative analysis
of agricultural
mechanization in
Turkey and Finland
Derya Nizam Bilgi¢ Izmir
University of Economics, Turkey,
Aapo Jumppanen & Timo

Suutari University of Helsinki
Ruralia Institute, Finland

Agricultural tractors
and social change in
rural communities.
Galicia, Spain
1950-2000

Bruno Esperante University of
Santiago de Compostela, Spain

evidence from Switzerland suggests that farmers did not use tractors solely
to replace their draft animals, but rather to complement their animal's mus-
cular power. Precisely because draft animals provided a flexible, multi-func-
tional, and re-producible source of power, they remained crucial on many
farms even in the age of tractorization. By focusing on developments in
Switzerland in the first half of the 20th century, this contribution explores
the co-evolution of draft animals and tractors on the farms as a practice
of “technology-in-use” (D. Edgerton). Specifically, it analyzes how farmers
struggled with the implications of using tractors and/or draft animals and it
examines the social and economic logics behind their reasoning.

This paper presents a comparative analysis of the socio-economic transfor-
mations engendered by tractorization in Turkey and Finland throughout the
20th century, focusing on its implications for gender roles, labor relations,
and broader social structures.

In Turkey, the widespread adoption of tractors from the 1950s onward,
driven by state-led modernization policies, catalyzed profound changes
in rural social dynamics. Agricultural mechanization prompted significant
rural-to-urban migration and deepened class divisions. It also reinforced
male-dominated production systems and contributed to ecological chal-
lenges, such as soil degradation from deep plowing.

In Finland, the societal effects of agricultural mechanization also started in
the 1950s. Tractorization had far-reaching socio-economic and ecological
consequences to the rural communities. The mechanization of agriculture
and forestry was also an important factor behind the large scale rural to
urban migration and emigration in the 1960s and 1970s.

Through this comparative analysis, the paper seeks to contribute to the so-
ciological and historical understanding about tractorization not only as a
technological development but as a process embedded within broader sys-
tems of social relations, production modes, and ecological practices.

The main aim of this paper is to reflect on technological change and so-
cial change in agriculture. Specifically, we analyse the case of agricultural
tractors in the second half of the 20th century in Galicia, Spain. As in other
parts of Europe, technological change led to important social changes in
the countryside. The end of the “peasant era” as a reference subject in the
rural world and the beginning of a new emerging subject, the farmer-entre-
preneur. With a micro approach, we analyse this change through innovation
policies aimed at transforming farmers' knowledge within the modernisation
paradigm. We show how social changes occurred through the adoption of
new technologies and forms of production. Specifically, the way agricultural
tractors were purchased, learned to operate and adapted to family farms.
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Street protests and
festive parades: the
multifunctional use
of tractors in Belgium
since the 1950s

Yves Segers Catholic University of
Leuven, Belgium

From the 1950s onwards, the tractor became the symbol of modern, moto-
rised agriculture in Belgium (and elsewhere in Europe). Its impact on produc-
tivity and the organisation of labour on the farm can hardly be overestimated
and has already been studied in depth. But the significance of the tractor
extends much further. Tractors were also used as an important and neces-
sary means of protest. By taking their tractors to the city, and in particular to
Brussels - the capital of Europe - farmers repeatedly claimed their place in
the changing society and the social debate. The tractor thus became a ma-
terial manifestation, a clearly recognisable symbol to reinforce the opinion
and demands of farmers, and to emphasise the unity of the active farming
community, which was becoming increasingly smaller. The light processions
with tractors organised in many Flemish municipalities during the Christmas
period since the beginning of the twentieth century are also intended to un-
derline the cohesion and solidarity in the countryside, and above all contrib-
ute to a positive image. This paper explores the multiple symbolic meanings
of the tractor in Belgium, using archival research and oral history.

[Room Sala 3, 3™ floor]

1.6. Exploring
demographic
patterns, epidemics
and mortality
crises in the rural
communities of
Late Medieval
Northwestern
Mediterranean
ORGANISERS Pere Benito i Monclis

& Albert Reixach Sala
University of Lleida, Spain

MODERATOR Daniel R. Curtis
Erasmus University Rotterdam,
Netherlands

This session deals with the effects that mortality crises due to epidemics,
famines, wars or other disasters had on the demography and economy of
rural communities in different areas of Northwestern Mediterranean from
the Black Death to mid-16th century. It specially aims to reexamine through
several case studies a topic pivotal in the traditional understanding of the
evolution of Late Medieval countryside and the period in general. As it is
generally agreed, the lethal plague ravaging Eurasia from 1347 to 1351 and
successive outbreaks from the following decades onwards, combined with
other disorders, gave place to new dynamics in population, economy and
society. On the one hand, the change of trend during the 15th century in the
universal nature of epidemic diseases and greater social selectivity has been
challenged (Curtis 2020). Related to that, by contrast, it has been assumed
that the pandemic between 1347-51 (and generally omitting the possible
role of later outbursts) fuelled parallel transformations in family models,
marriage and fertility and birth patterns (Edwards & Ogilvie 2022). On the
other hand, a wide range of economic processes have been attributed to
epidemics (admittedly, almost always limiting the protagonism to the Black
Death), food crises or wars during the 14-15th centuries. Firstly, these phe-
nomena have been highlighted for their distributive outcomes with respect
to inequalities and social mobility (Alfani 2021), although traditional views
on the evolution of stratification in peasant communities have not always
been interpreted in terms of “equaliser” (Bois 2000). At any rate, abundant
literature on Western Europe as a whole has explored the role of mortal-
ity crises caused by the aforementioned disasters both for the dominant
groups (impact on manorial income and possible reactions as a result) and
the peasant majority (changes in wages trends, living standards, etc.). Going
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A peste, fame et bello
libera nos, domine:
mapping epidemics
and famines in Late
Medieval Aragén

Maria Luz Rodrigo University of
Zaragoza, Spain

Lidia C. Allué-Andrés University
of Zaragoza, Spain and University of
Toulouse 2 Jean Jaures, France

even further, there has been no hesitation in proposing the demographic
crisis caused by Black Death (again, without taking into account subsequent
epidemic episodes or other events) as a trigger for large-scale phenomena
such as the emergence of capitalism (Benedictow 2021, Belich 2022) or diver-
gent trajectories between West and East or Northern and Southern Europe
(Pamuk 2007, Pleijt & van Zanden 2016). Nonetheless, the empirical basis
on which many hypotheses or historiographical proposals are based, at least
for the western dominions of northeastern Iberia and other nearby Western
Mediterranean territories, presents important shortcomings and asymme-
tries. Therefore, a thorough revision is necessary, starting from the archival
documentation itself. Seeing that, the proposed session seeks to deepen the
following points on the demographic and economic impact of mortality crises
in rural society from mid-14th century to mid-16th century: 1) the specific
chronological sequence and geography of mortality crises arising from epi-
demics and other catastrophes; 2) the interaction between different reasons
and variables leading to these crises; 3) the employment of serial sources
(both direct evidence from records of deaths or burials or indirect evidence
mainly from wills) for estimating the absolute and relative demographic ef-
fects of epidemics and other disasters; 4) the possible sex and social selectiv-
ity of mortality crises; 5) parameters on the evolution of the composition and
dimensions of family units, key to correctly quantify figures of population of
different territories or communities, as well as possible changing and diverg-
ing patterns in the general demographic dynamics of pre-modern Europe.

The Black Death has traditionally been identified as the cause of the disap-
pearance of numerous villages in the mid-14th century, giving rise to the
so-called late medieval deserted villages. Nevertheless, the restructuring
of the settlement pattern is already evident in the 13th century and is
linked to multifactorial variables.

In this presentation, we aim to introduce the results of the analysis of
various written sources (municipal records, books of Cortes, receipts, ec-
clesiastical documents, etc.) from several Aragénese towns in which refer-
ences to epidemics appear during the late medieval period. Furthermore,
we have cross-referenced these data with reports indicating moments of
famine and scarcity, in order to assess whether a relationship between
both phenomena exists. Finally, to the extent that fiscal sources have al-
lowed, we have analyzed whether the successive epidemics that affect-
ed these localities resulted in a demographic decline as significant as has
been argued by historiography, particularly following the plague of 1348.
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Exploring demographic
patterns and epidemic
cycles in late medieval
Crown of Aragon:

will series from

rural communities

in Catalonia (1348-
1530). The case of the
small town of Sant

Boi de Llobregat, near
Barcelona (1371-1500)

Pere Benito i Monclus & Alberto
Barber Blasco University of Lleida,
Spain

Writing wills in
agropastoral
communities of the
Catalan Pyrenees after
the Black Death: a
source for demography
and economic and
social history

Joan Busoms-Cabanas University
of Lleida, Spain

Sant Boi de Llobregat, a medium-sized rural community near Barcelona
during the 14th and 15th centuries, has one of the oldest series of death
books preserved for the diocese of Barcelona, and a robust notarial series
of wills. Both began almost simultaneously, in 1375 and 1371, respectively.
The death books allows us to document some of the epidemic mortalities
that struck the Catalan rural population during the 15th century. Unlike the
death books, the series of wills is fairly continuous. Between 1371 and 1500,
1117 wills are preserved, i.e. an average of 8.65 wills/year for a population of
366 hearths in 1378 and 250 hearths in 1425.

In this paper we set out to analyse both series with the following objectives:
1/ to reconstruct the chronology and to measure the effects of epidemic
mortality cycles documented by the obituary books; 2/ to complementarily
use the will books to reconstruct the chronology of the mortalities during
the periods not documented by the obituary registers; 3/ by cross-referring
both sources we can broaden our knowledge of the social practice of wills;
4/ to study certain socio-demographic variables of this community, such as
the size and the structure of families and household units.

This paper proposal analyses two will series from the Pyrenean valleys of
Lillet and Toses, both under the jurisdiction of the Mataplana lineage. It
aims to identifies several sociodemographic patterns in this area from the
last wills of their inhabitants. With this purpose, it will explore the relatively
extensive collection of notarial records from la Pobla de Lillet preserved at
the Diocesan Archive of Solsona, notary office of reference for the territo-
ries ruled by the Mataplana. This manor with a global population estimate
of 320 inhabitants (around 70 hearths) at the end of the 15th, being the
aforementioned Pobla de Lillet, the only place with some urban features
that hosted the jurisdictional court. Agriculture coexisted with livestock
husbandry with direct access to first-class pastures.

Will series preserved in this territory will be used to characterise the predom-
inant traits of the testators and the family structures that can be deduced
from the bequests they made. Apart from possible differences according
to the occupation or the geographic origin of the individuals, dynamics due
to the successive mortality crises which occurred from the outbreak of the
Black Death in 1348 until the end of the 15th century will be assessed.
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Exploring demographic
patterns amid epidemic
cycles in late medieval
Crown of Aragon:

will series from rural
communities in
Catalonia (1348-1530)

Albert Reixach Sala University of
Lleida, Spain

This paper proposal deals with the use of will series from several rural com-
munities in Late Medieval Catalonia to assess demographic dynamics aris-
ing from mortality crises due to epidemics from the Black Death to another
important plague outburst in 1530. Focusing on a sample of observatories
in Catalonia, it will resort to testamentary evidence to contribute to the re-
construction of epidemic waves in northeastern Iberia and to identify other
possible reasons for mortality shocks such as wars or some severe famines.

The central point will be to explore the scope and limits of wills to deepen
demographic dynamics interdependent with mortality crises registered in
the area under study. First, through approximations based on the genre
and civil status of testators, more or less precise indications on age and
the number and identity of heirs or other beneficiaries of legacies, it will
examine patterns throughout different chronological milestones regarding
the dimensions and composition of family units. In cases where this is pos-
sible, this will be reinforced with family reconstruction exercises through
complementary sources. Oone of the final aims of the analysis consists of
contributing to coefficients of people per hearth more refined than those
traditional alleged and adapted to different contexts.

[Room Sala 7, 4% floor]

1.7. Underemploy-
ment, seasonality
and mobility in
rural worlds (18th-
20th centuries) 1

ORGANIZERS Niccold Mignemi
French National Centre for
Scientific Research, France,

Luca Andreoni & Francesco
Chiapparino Marche Polytechnic
University, Italy

MODERATOR & DISCUSSANT Niccolo
Mignemi French National Centre
for Scientific Research, France

Agricultural underemployment was a frequent and widespread, in some
respect structural, situation in the 18th-20th centuries. It was linked to the
seasonality of the farming systems, and the availability of a reservoir of rural
workforce, which was the condition to cope with bottlenecks and peaks in the
labour supply,throughout the year. Economic and social historians have paid
particular attention the consequences of these dynamics in terms of seasonal
mobility, the development of protoindustrial and off-farm activities, or crop
specialization (vineyards, olives, fruits but also industrial crops). Observed
through the lens of underemployment, work rhythms can indeed provide
crucial insights into the evolutions of farm organization and rural rationalities.
They are central to understand changes in productivity patterns (land and/or
labour), the spread of labour-intensive rather than capital-intensive innova-
tions, the management of local resources, the place of migrations (temporary
or permanent), the evolution of the labour contracts, or the multiple strate-
gies combining agricultural and non-agricultural activities etc.

However, despite the importance of the subject, historians have paid little
attention to the study of agricultural underemployment per se, its role in
technological innovations and the diversification/ specialization of farm ac-
tivities. There are several reasons for this lack of analysis. Firstly, the every-
day forms of labour organization - both family and hired labour - are harder
to detect in archives than land or heritage. Secondly, sources concerning
the length of the working day or the numbers of days worked per season
are scarce, lacking data for comparisons between national aggregates and
longitudinal studies on specific territories. Thirdly, the seasonality of labour
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Coping with
underemployment:
migration, pluriactivity,
and gender in Eastern
Finland during the 19th
century

Petri Talvitie University of
Helsinki, Finland

and the impact of agricultural underemployment are difficult to define and
measure at different levels, as well as the mechanisms of its persistence and
the consequences on the other economic sectors.

Contributions to this panel may address one or more of the following issues:

Measurement and estimation of the working hours, according to their sea-
sonal dynamics and distinguishing between specialised and non-specialised
tasks: all approaches are welcome, from qualitative case studies to econo-
metric analyses, as well as studies focusing on the production of data and
statistics on these phenomena; Origins and consequences of seasonality on
the organization of the farm, the development of technological innovations,
and the dynamics of the farming systems; Debates on women's underem-
ployment and the changing perceptions/recognitions of female labour in
agriculture (both within the family, and outside as servants or temporary
workers); Income integration strategies (at the individual or the family lev-
el) in response to underemployment, with particular attention to life-cycle
effects and the role of pluriactivity; Local and national initiatives promoted
by local authorities, governmental and non-governmental organizations to
manage seasonal labour and fight against underemployment, through tech-
nological change, employment and educational policies; Agricultural under-
employment in the economic and social debates, in particular during the
period of crisis, in the relation to the level of the agricultural wages, and the
question of the rural population as a reserve army of unemployed workers.

Finland is the northernmost country in the world where permanent ag-
riculture is practised. The growing season is short, which has historically
led to significant seasonal fluctuations in labour demand. Conversely,
long and harsh winters, together with a low level of urbanisation, have
reduced the opportunities for rural dwellers to earn additional income
outside the growing season in proto-industry or other off-farm activities.
According to several contemporary estimates, winter unemployment was
a significant risk of poverty in the Finnish countryside in the 19th century.

The aim of this paper is to assess the extent of underemployment in the
period 1820-1900 and to consider how rural worker households survived
in winter when there was little paid work available. It examines the im-
pact of agricultural change and industrialisation (e.g. forestry) on labour
demand and discusses the prevalence of seasonal migration. Regionally,
the paper focuses on Eastern Finland, which was one of the poorest pe-
ripheries of Europe in terms of GDP in the 19th century.

The paper offers a new way of estimating the length of the working year
by examining wage disputes between farmers and their labourers, which
were among the most common civil disputes throughout the century in
Eastern Finland.
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Refusing the factory:
peasant attitudes to
industrial work (lvry
-France 1800-1880)

Fabrice Boudjaaba French
National Centre for Scientific
Research, France

Seasonality, mobility
and the evolution

of the incomes of
day laborers and
agricultural servants
in Transylvania (1895-
1914)

losif Marin Balog Romanian
Academy, Institute of History Cluj-
Napoca, Romania

Work outside the farm is often a blind spot in archival documentation. For
example, in pre-industrial times, where work was performed on a daily ba-
sis, it was rarely the subject of a formal contract. What's more, although this
work is documented, the sources are often scattered and therefore diffi-
cult to identify. Over and above these aspects of documentation, while the
search for additional income through multiple activities is a well-document-
ed reality for smallholder families in the modern era, the nature of this activ-
ity changes in the 19th century, when this work is done less and less on the
farm (as in the context of proto-industry) and more and more in workshops.

The paper will look at this question from the point of view of Ivry, a village
on the outskirts of Paris that became an industrial town. The interest of lvry
lies in the fact that it brought within the reach of peasant families the pos-
sibility of industrial work as a means of supplementing the income of their
small farms (thus eliminating the question of migration). The article raises
the question of what are economic choices and what are ‘cultural’ choices in
attitudes to industrial work.

Ater agrarian reforms, general trend that characterized Transylvanian agri-
culture in the period 1850-1914 was the increase in arable land and the re-
duction of hayfields and pastures. Thus, the share of arable land increased
by over 50% in 65 years. Similar to other regions of Central and Eastern
Europe, the phenomenon of rural population growth that automatically cre-
ated a surplus of labor - day laborers were forced to work for low wages.
Servants were employed for a year or longer periods. Day laborers were
employed during intensive summer labour period for longer periods, usu-
ally a couple of weeks. Day laborers were not tied to their place of work
and were willing to travel long distances to areas where labor was needed,
especially on large estates. The peak periods of agricultural work were those
that demanded, on the one hand, work efficiency, and on the other hand, it
gave the possibility for day laborers to earn minimum incomes .

Based on statistical sources, official reports and other indirect sources, the
presentation aims to analyze the following aspects: The wage system of day
laborers and agricultural servants; The evolution of the average number of
days worked per year and the factors that influenced this process.
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Performances,
mobilities,
underemployment
in Italian agriculture
during the 1930s
Luca Andreoni

& Francesco Chiapparino
Marche Polytechnic University, Italy

Despite the centrality of the topic, historical studies on agricultural underem-
ployment are scarce. The first obstacle, from a methodological point of view,
is the difficult availability of reliable data and estimates of working times and
days, both for national aggregates in a comparative perspective, and for more
restricted territorial spaces in a longitudinal perspective. The second challenge
concerns the interpretation of the impact of underemployment in the different
paths to modern growth or in situations of backwardness. We try to investi-
gate the relations between performances, mobilities and underemployment
in Italian agriculture during the 1930s, in order to explore the mechanisms of
triggering, diffusion and permanence of economic and rural crises.

[Room Sala 2, 3™ floor]

1.8. The time
around 1525
from a gender
and household
economic
perspective
ORGANISERS Janine Maegraith
University of Cambridge, United

Kingdom, Siglinde Clementi
Centre for Regional History, Italy

MODERATOR Elise Dermineur
Stockholm University, Sweden

DISCUSSANT Jane Whittle
University of Exeter,
United Kingdom

In the wake of the 500th anniversary of the German “peasant war”, many
conferences and publications address the uprisings of 1525. But they most-
ly retain a narrative of the events as a ‘'male affair’ which covers up the condi-
tions of rural and urban women at the time. Apart from individual attempts
to recover female actors in the documents and encourage a gender per-
spective, hardly any narratives emerge that include the aspect of gender
relations and the societal changes that were emerging in this period. We
therefore propose to approach the time around 1525 not only from a gen-
der perspective but also from a socio-economic one by addressing aspects
of wealth and its legal framework and putting households and household
economics centre stage. Specifically, we ask about legal, social and econom-
ic status of women in view of access to wealth, wages and usage rights.
The aim is to ultimately increase our knowledge about the socio-economic
conditions of female and male actors at the time of the uprisings and thus
to understand the framework of the peasants’ grievances, possible female
involvement or impact on women. The session addresses different social
groups in rural and urban contexts in southern Germany and southern
Tyrol: women's economic position and their taxable wealth in urban and
rural marital and single households in Freiburg; noble women in Tyrol and
their access to fiefs whereby changes in the feudal system, kinship interests
and social practice come to the fore; continuities and changes of the legal
context of property and gender in rural areas in southern Tyrol taking legal
practice into account; and rural or ‘peasant’ women and their involvement
in household economics from contributing and administering wealth, their
material world, to funding acquisitions and lending activities.
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Women's economic
position in Southern
Germany at the time
of the Peasant Revolt:
An analysis of taxable
wealth

Victoria Gierok University of
Oxford, United Kingdom

The feudal system

and the inheritance
rights of women in the
Tyrolean nobility of the
early modern period

Siglinde Clementi Centre for
Regional History, Italy

A male affair? Women's
wealth and their
economic participation
in the household in
southern Tyrol

around 1525

Janine Maegraith Cambridge
University, United Kingdom

The sixteenth century is associated with population growth and worsening
living standards for wage labourers. In times of economic distress, wom-
en's wages declined more severely than men’s. On the other hand, women's
economic contributions to the household became more significant. Where
did this leave female-headed households? This paper investigates the eco-
nomic position of female-headed households in South-West Germany in
the sixteenth century. A dataset of such households in Freiburg and sur-
rounding villages combined with evidence from legal documents allows me
to trace the economic fate of female-headed households at the time of the
Peasant Revolt. | find an increase in female-headed households over the
sixteenth century. This increase was particularly marked among the cloth-
making guilds, highlighting the involvement of women in the dynamic textile
market. However, women as heads of households also featured dispropor-
tionally outside guild occupations and these were generally less wealthy.
Rural households owned only about one fifth of the taxable wealth as urban
households. Moreover, female-headed households were more common in
urban settings, which suggests that economic freedom led women to prefer
staying unmarried or not remarrying after widowhood.

Theoretically, according to the legal literature of the 16th century, the fief was a
matter for men. Women were completely excluded by definition from this im-
portant form of loan. Legal scholars naturally assumed that social manners and
nature made itimpossible for women to fulfil the duties of a vassal, namely mili-
tary service and an advisory role at court. In social practice, however, the feudal
system underwent a significant transformation in the late Middle Ages from a
relationship of protection and loyalty to an economic relationship. In this way,
and because female feudal status was in the interests of the aristocratic kinship
groups, as it was intended to prevent the reversion of fiefs in the absence of
male heirs, women were increasingly admitted to fief management. Using the
example of Tyrol's nobility in the early modern period, the paper examines the
practice and characteristics of this female enfeoffment and fiefdom manage-
ment with the help of a male representative and fief bearer.

Within the current and past debates around the German ‘peasant war’, the
actual socio-economic urgency and justification of the economic grievanc-
es of the peasants are heavily debated. But the impact of any of these on
women and their wealth and economic status remains absent. This paper
explores women's participation in household economics from the point of
view of their wealth such as marriage and inheritance portions, material
possessions, access to land use, possible income options and lending ac-
tivities. Analyses of the court records of southern Tyrolean districts reveal
the importance of women'’s wealth for households and their involvement in
funding wealth transfers, land acquisitions and paying or securing debts - in
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Property and gender in
rural areas: continuities
and particularities in
Tyrolean Court Practice
around 1525

Margareth Lanzinger University
of Vienna, Austria

spite of women’s more precarious economic status in this county. The
assumption is that married, unmarried and widowed women were not
only involved in household economics but therefore also directly impact-
ed by the grievances voiced during the uprisings which questions the
idea of a purely ‘'male affair' around 1525.

From 1526, the ‘newly reformed provincial law code’ was in force in Tyrol. The
title suggests novelty and changes. However, a closer look at the handling of
property and wealth between the generations and the sexes reveals conti-
nuities in practice as far as the basic patterns of transfer are concerned. This
applies above all to the predominance of the separation of marital property,
which favoured descendants and own relatives over spouses - especially over
widows - in access to property and wealth. The dominant form of land own-
ership was hereditary land tenure, which gave peasants de facto property
rights. The unequal distribution of land between men and women was less
the result of legal statutes than of a practice of succession that favoured sons.
The first questions, then, is what lines of conflict, what concerns and what
provisions resulted from this. The second question concerns the specific legal
space: to what extent was it influenced by the neighbourhood of the German-
speaking Tyrol with Trento, the Venetian and Gorizian territories, especially
in the shaping of dowries and/or marriage portions in rural areas - which
constituted very specific forms of wealth?

[Room Anfiteatro VI,
3™ floor]

1.9. Timber
floatations in
Europe: between
continuity and
discontinuity 1
ORGANISERS Claudio Lorenzini
University of Turin, Italy, Katia
Occhi Bruno Kessler Foundation

and Italian-German Historical
Institute, Italy

MODERATOR Jawad Daheur
French National Centre for
Scientific Research, France

At all times, one of the most problematic segments in the timber supply
chain is transportation, to the point that the history of forest resources can
be read through the gradual improvement of transportation techniques
that made it possible to take advantage of forests considered too distant
and unusable. One of the favored resources used for logging and transpor-
tation has been water. Until recently, floatations have been one of the most
suitable solutions for moving a massive and cumbersome matter such as
timber. The constraints brought about by this possibility are many, starting
with land morphology and stream characteristics and, of course, the dis-
tance of forests from streams and rivers.

The objective of the panel is to gather contributions that illustrate the de-
velopment of timber flows in Europe, with the claim of identifying disconti-
nuities in the cases analyzed, considering the relationship between forests
and waters a ‘symbiotic’ aspect of the timber supply chain and as such a
structural element of continuity.

There are two approaches with which we would like to analyze timber fluctu-
ations. The first is interconnections with other transportation and distribu-
tion systems: ports and roads. Their location, especially along major water-
ways, often transcends the jurisdictional boundaries of states. This leads to
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Zsombor Attila Gal University of
Pecs, Hungary

Timber floatations on
the river Mures/Maros
in the 18th and

19th centuries

Robert-Miklos Nagy Babes-Bolyai
University, Romania

formal systems of organizing river timber transport that result in transactions
and affect not only transport workers but the very political choices of those
who regulate the trade. This is an extension of the ‘envirotechnical system’, a
key approach adopted by the more recent historiographical literature on riv-
ers. The second approach, consequential to the first, is the attention given to
the conflicts brought about by the flows, environmental, social and economic
in nature, involving village communities and states at different scales.

My research is centered on the historic- anthropological context behind the
development of timber floating on the upper regions of the river Mures in
Transylvania. The paper considers the general structural changes in the mode
and manner of wood trade and extraction with its wider societal impacts, com-
ing forth during the era of the region’s integration into the Habsburg Empire.

With the arrival of pre - capitalist market conditions to a still feudal and eco-
nomically peripheral region of Europe, we can observe its integration into
the arising global economic system. The era of this ‘Great Transformation’ is
followed through the gradual shift away from archaic timber floating to the
arrival of modern railway systems - built by the newly rising private entre-
preneurs of the region’s wood industry.

Besides a local narrative of the rise of our current capitalist world economy,
the paper is heavily based on the local historical and ethnographical litera-
ture focused on the topic, while integrating James S. Scott's concept of ‘metis’
as an adequate conceptual framework and incorporating other wider global-

European parallels, such that can be found in Joachim Radkau's “Wood".

In the western part of present-day Romania, there is one river that had been
subject to significant logging in recent centuries: the Mures. In this short pre-
sentation, we will focus only on the Mures (in Hungarian Maros). 90% of this
river is in present-day Romania, the rest in Hungary. In the 18th and 19th
centuries, the area was part of the eastern side of the Habsburg Empire,
with the Principality of Transylvania and the Kingdom of Hungary sharing the
river. Large-scale logging of the pine forest in the upper reaches of the river
began in the second half of the 18th century. The heyday of rafting, howev-
er, lasted from the 1860s until the beginning of the 20th century, when the
dynamic development of the cities of the Hungarian Kingdom, as part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire created a market for increasing quantities of tim-
ber for building. In our presentation, we will describe the transport process,
from the extraction of logs, its towing to the river, the assembly of the rafts,
to the transport on the Mures. We will mention the obstacles to rafting as
the low water level, the floating mills, the mill dams, and the theft.
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Timber floatation
in Yonne

Dimitri Langoureau
University of Burgundy Europe,
France, Nicolas Jacob Lumiere
University Lyon 2, France

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the Morvan massif and its rivers supplied
Paris with three-quarters of its firewood. The State has imposed systematic
predation on the environment through “extractive” management of wood.
At the time, the Yonne, a tributary of the Seine, was the main river structur-
ing the regional flotation system: it ensured continuity between the capital
and the Morvan. In this general context, historiography has not yet paid
much attention to the mobilization of water at the head of the basin, to the
channeling of watercourses and to the works which tended to completely
reshape the river, transforming it into a real log drive artery, solely dedicat-
ed to supplying Paris with firewood. Through an approach combining histor-
ical sources and landscape archaeology, this proposal aims to present the
structure and operation of the entire industry. It's about the techniques and
hydraulic developments designed to reduce physical discontinuities. But it
is also about the transformation of a river into a one-way artificialised route
by sometimes conflicting interests, and the attempts to extend the timber
supply area for Paris beyond the water divide, into the Loire basin.

[Room Instituto de
Paleografia, 3 floor]

1.10. Continuities
rather than novel-
ties? Technologies,
imaginaries and prac-
tices in the ecologisa-
tion of agriculture 1

ORGANISERS Romain Blancaneaux
National Institute of Agricultural
Research and University

of Montpellier, France, Julie
Hermesse & Nicolas Loodts
Catholic University

of Louvain, Belgium

MODERATORS & DISCUSSANTS
Romain Blancaneaux National
Institute of Agricultural Research
and University of Montpellier,
France, Julie Hermesse Catholic
University of Louvain, Belgium

In response to the current food system problems, “new”, “revolutionary”
ways of growing, distributing, eating, disposing and imagining of food are
shifting to resolve broad socio-ecological issues. Yet this also adds up with a
decades-long discourse on the need to feed a growing human global pop-
ulation, setting the stage for practices in line as a solution. These rhetoric
of novelty are accompanied by promises of more productive and sustain-
able farming, by adopting practices reducing scarce or harmful inputs while
farming becomes more precise. Meanwhile, criticism of productivist agri-
culture along revolutionary promises has intensified in the academic field,
among activists and within institutions, providing various incentives pledging
for changing the dominant paradigm in agriculture. How do now and then
phenomenons come together with discourses, which harkens back to - or
depart from - past narratives and frame rationale? These elements provide
a basis for questioning if “alternative” food systems - whether agroe-cologi-
cally, “sustainable”, “regenerative”, (etc.) - accompany a “greening” reproduc-
tion of phenomena attached to the dominant agricultural paradigm (simpli-
fication of processes, farmers' dependance, etc.). To what extent do “new”
narratives (such as those promised by innovations and new agricultural
technologies) are likely to modify (or reproduce) dominant practices in food
(and other areas) that existed in the past? To what extent, now and then, do
they underpin conflicting views and activities? Are current incentives (from
public authorities, environmental associations, etc.) more than former ones,
likely to change (or reproduce) the dominant paradigm in agriculture, based
e.g. on a system of injunctions with little or no consultation of the primary
players, the farmers? This panel aims to question the historical (dis)continu-
ities within current imaginaries and promises to change agricultural models.
It welcomes multidisciplinary methods to inspire debate on “alternatives” in
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The future is organic:
narratives of organic
farming in a 1978 TV
documentary

Walpurga Friedl Johannes Kepler
University Linz, Austria

food systems, as they (are) shape(d by) new imaginaries and narratives,
practices and technologies, which might reproduce more than alter ex-
isting, dominant logics in agriculture.

The narratives surrounding hedgerows significantly delve into the so-
cio-ecological issues affecting farming practices and encourage agro-eco-
logical transitions. They reveal how historical practices can inform cur-
rent agricultural strategies and scientific research. Hedgerows have a
long historical trajectory, largely destroyed after World War Il and later
rehabilitated through replanting programs starting in the 1960s-70s.
Hedgerows, which became prevalent during the 18th-century enclosures
and experienced a drastic decline - nearly 75% - by the late 20th century,
are now included in initiatives like the European "Farm to Fork” strategy
and national programs such as France's “Plantons des haies".

Their development reflects the tension between modernization and eco-
logical policies. Between February and March 2024, implementing the 2023
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) incited widespread protests among farm-
ers in Belgium and across Europe, prompting the European Commission to
urgently reverse certain binding environmental standards. This unrest high-
lights the challenges of balancing pro-environmental policies with farmers’
acceptance, especially amid recent extreme weather events that emphasize
the need for greener agricultural practices. Understanding the socio-cultur-
al factors influencing hedgerow management is essential for reintegrating

these practices into modern agricultural frameworks.

My presentation examines the narratives surrounding organic farming in the
1978 documentary Bodenkultur (“Soil Cultivation”). It explores the portrayal
of organic farming as the "new way of farming” as opposed to conventional
farming and the links between past, present, and future agricultural practices.

The film was broadcast by the Austrian Broadcasting Corporation (ORF) and
is described as a significant moment in the founding history of BioAustria, the
largest organisation of organic farmers in Austria. The documentary and sub-
sequent information campaigns introduced organic farming to a broad audi-
ence and led to the formation of special interest groups. Over the following
decades, organic farming evolved from a niche practice to a mainstream phe-
nomenon, with Austria emerging as a leader in organic agriculture in the EU.

The film describes organic farming as the solution to the problems caused
by industrialised farming practices post World War Il. Organic farming is
almost glorified, while conventional farming is portrayed as destructive
and unsustainable. Although farming practices have evolved, the narra-
tives presented in the documentary remain essentially unchanged and still
appear in publications by BioAustria.
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The role of the animal
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of a contested issue in
the Netherlands
1950-2000

Amber Striekwold Utrecht
University, Netherlands

The consumption and production of meat on an industrial scale have
been contested since the end of the nineteenth century. These critiques
gained momentum in the post-war period with the rise of the livestock
industry. These critiques came from social movements and conventional
actors. For example, food industry actors, such as Unilever, were un-
sure if a growing world population could be fed by animal protein. They
argued that animal protein had a very inefficient calory conversion and
valuable agricultural land would be wasted. They decided to invest in
plant-based protein from the 1950s onwards. These concerns and al-
ternatives echoed those of vegetarian and environmental movements.
Alternative food system imaginaries often accompanied these critiques.

This paper explores critiques and alternative imaginaries that question the role
of the animal in the food system. | use archival material and magazines from en-
vironmental and alternative food movements and conventional agricultural or-
ganisations. Specifically, | focus on the alternative food system imaginaries that
surround mixed (family) farming and plant-based proteins. At different points
in the post-war period, both these alternative imaginaries were employed by
‘conventional’ and ‘alternative’ actors and travelled and evolved between being
a conventional practice to a politicized alternative practice.

[Room Anfiteatrol,
3% floor]

1.11. Rural
economic
inequalities in the
Central and Eastern
Europe in the

late Middle Ages
and Early Modern
period 17

ORGANISER Radostaw Poniat
University of Bialystok, Poland

Although the issue of economic inequality in past societies has been of
considerable interest to historians for years, most of the work devoted to
it concerns Western Europe. Central and Eastern European societies, of-
ten operating under serfdom, which could lead to restricted access to the
markets, significant restrictions on mobility experienced by many members
of the population and incomplete property rights have been much less
frequently the subject of research. Many scholars interested in historical
economic inequalities also assumed that its higher levels was primarily ob-
served in precapitalist or capitalist urban communities, and that rural areas
were characterized by a markedly lower level of economic differentiation.
Such a perspective was in tune with some classical scholars of serfdom, who
described serf communities as relatively equal, where both the policies of
the lords and the attitudes of the peasants themselves did not encourage
individual attempts to acquire wealth.

The aim of the proposed session is to at least partially fill the gaps in our
knowledge of the economic inequalities in societies that existed under the
serfdom system. The key questions we will seek to answer are the question
of the impact of serfdom on the global levels of economic inequality, the
role of landlords’ policies in creating or reducing economic differentiation
among serfs, the relationship between the level of feudal burdens and in-
equality, and the social consequences of economic inequalities.

Both researchers working on inequality among peasants and among landlords
are invited to participate. In addition to quantitative approaches, which are most
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Economic inequalities
among nobility in

the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania in the 16-18th
centuries

Marzena Liedke, Radostaw

Poniat, Piotr Guzowski University
of Biatystok, Poland

Inequality among

the nobility of the
Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth in the
late 18th century
Joanna Hryniewicka & Dawid

Kowalik University of Biatystok,
Poland

often used to study inequalities, we are also interested in studies using other
methodologies. In addition to detailed studies, we also welcome approaches
of a more synthetic nature and even focusing on a more theoretical and mod-
el-based perspective. The spatial and chronological scope of the session covers
all societies living under the serfdom system from those experiencing it harsh-
est forms to those where the system was limited or even disappearing.

The purpose of the article is to study the degree of wealth disparity among
the nobility living in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the 16th - 18th centu-
ries, and to make comparisons between regions and centuries. The article
includes a presentation of the literature on the subject and a discussion of
the methodology for studying economic inequality The analyses presented
in the text, on the other hand, are quantitative in nature. They were made
on the basis of tax censuses: the register of the army of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania from 1528, hearth tax of 1690, and the income tax of 1789-91.

The results of the static analyses clearly indicate the concentration of estates in
the hands of the elite and the existence of many representatives of the nobility
who were so poor that they were only obliged to appear on war expeditions on
their own or, as was the case with the income tax in the end of the 18th century,
were even exempted from having to pay income tax.The high concentration of
estates is observed both in relation to the beginning of the 16th century and
the declining period of the Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth.

The problem of economic inequality is a key issue in economics and eco-
nomic history. Since the time of Simon Kuznets, and in later studies such
as those of J.L. van Zanden, wealth differentiation was observed in the
cities and rural areas of the early modern period. This was associated
with more intensive investment activity and more frequent profit op-
portunities. The purpose of this article is to look at economic inequality
among the nobility of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, character-
ized by the apparent equality of all members of this social group. The
source basis will be income tax registers from the end of the 18th centu-
ry from different regions: the rich and highly developed Greater Poland,
Podlasie with a huge number of minor nobility, and Ukraine with large
landowners. The study will use measures of concentration of the random
variable (Gini Coefficient) and comparative measures (deciles).
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Between rural roots
and urban wealth:
economic inequalities
among the Polish-
Lithuanian nobility in
the 17th-18th centuries

Ewa Kazmierczyk & Monika
Koztowska-Szyc University of
Biatystok, Poland

Peasant or
townspeople wealth?
Economic inequality
among residents of
agrarian towns in
the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania in the

18th century

Agnieszka Zoch University of
Bialystok, Poland

Wealthy peasants and
poor nobles: inequalty
and overlapping
affluence in early
modern Slovenia

Aleksander Panjek University of
Primorska, Slovenia

This paper examines economic inequalities within the Polish-Lithuanian
szlachta, a predominantly rural social class whose wealth disparities be-
came increasingly visible in urban settings during the 17th-18th centuries.
Through analysis of urban property records and fiscal registers, we demon-
strate how the traditional rural-based noble hierarchy manifested in cities.
Our research reveals diverse patterns: magnates who, despite maintain-
ing their rural residences, invested massive agricultural revenues in urban
palaces; nobles employed in urban-based administration and institutions;
middle-ranking nobles seeking economic opportunities in cities despite tra-
ditional prohibitions; and impoverished nobles whose urban migration pat-
terns paralleled those of peasants seeking better economic opportunities.
This study contributes to our understanding of rural economic inequalities
by showing how urban sources can illuminate wealth disparities within a
predominantly rural social class, challenging traditional assumptions about
the rural-urban divide in Early Modern Eastern Europe.

The purpose of this paper is to look at economic inequality among residents
of small towns in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the late 18th century.
Most of them were engaged in agriculture, and the towns were established
as administrative centers of the large landholding complexes characteristic
of the serfdom system in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

The source basis of the paper is the inventories of royal estates from 1786
and 1789, whose authors classified the inhabitants of the towns according to
4 property categories. Interestingly, they were defined according to parame-
ters characteristic of the rural population. We will analyze the community of 8
townships (about 1 thousand residents each) from two regions of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania: the Brest region and the Grodna region on today's border-
land of Poland and Belarus. Both regions were mostly inhabited by Ruthenian
people, with some Polish and Jewish minorities. Typical of both regions was
the serfdom system and limited involvement in the market economy.

The paper reconstructs and presents the range of inequality among dif-
ferent social strata of the peasantry and of the nobility in the Slovenian
regions of early modern Habsburg Austria, by focusing in particular on the
duchy of Carniola in the 18th century. Besides the separate analysis of the
range of inequality within each of the two groups, the paper investigates
the existence and the extent of possible overlapping wealth indicators be-
tween wealthier peasants and poorer noblemen. The primary source for
the analysis and comparison are probate inventories (from archives and
published literature), from which information and data about both landed
and movable property are extracted and compared.
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11hoo — 11h30

COFFEE BREAK

[Room Teatro Paulo
Quintela, 3™ Floor]

11h30 — 13hoo

Roundtable
Discussing Rural
History: Current
Approaches and
Challenges

ORGANISERS Dulce Freire & Carlos
Manuel Faisca, University
of Coimbra, Portugal

MODERATOR Carlos Manuel Faisca,
University of Coimbra, Portugal

DISCUSSANTS Brigitte Semanek
Institute of Rural History, Austria,
Gérard Béaur French National
Centre for Scientific Research,
France, Jodo Pedro Tereso
Research Centre in Biodiversity and
Genetic Resources,

University of Porto, Portugal

13hoo - 14h30

LUNCH BREAK

In a world where everything changes and nothing changes, what chal-
lenges does Rural History face today? Rural History has evolved different-
ly in each country, with varying research strategies and the exploration
of subjects that were not always comparable. However, over the last 15
years, EURHO conferences have stimulated cross-border debates and
fostered more integrated interpretations, raising innovative scientific
questions. During this time, our approaches to the past have undergone
significant changes, ranging from the large-scale digitisation of archival
documents to the proliferation of artificial intelligence-assisted tools, not
to mention the numerous developments in genetics and beyond. What
impact do these changes have on our scientific research into the past?
How can we promote the increasingly necessary interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary collaborations? This roundtable aims to encourage joint
reflection on the trajectory of Rural History and its current challenges.

Returning from the fair, 1950, Helena Corréa de Barros, Lisbon Municipal Archive
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2.1. A field of one’s
own? Long-term
analyses of female
landownership and
land use 17

ORGANISER & MODERATOR

Daniel R. Curtis Erasmus
University Rotterdam, Netherlands

Today, across the world, women (and girls) are widely involved in agricultural
tasks, and yet despite land being an important determinant of rural welfare,
social status, and empowerment, women are far less likely than men to inde-
pendently own or control it (Agarwal, 1994). This observation is well known
in contemporary development studies, and yet the long-term dimensions of
this, and how it relates to the present, are less understood. Indeed, when we
look to premodern rural history, scholarship from various Eurasian contexts
has for a long time tended to emphasize cultural norms that were antitheti-
cal to the notion of women cultivating land independently (that is, outside of
marriage)—instead contributing to farms and farming as wives and daugh-
ters. The presumption is that female landownership within rural communi-
ties tended to be low, and if owned independently by women, was only used
indirectly as leasers. Nevertheless, pioneering new scholarship about women
and land has started to tell new stories about female desire to own land and
fight for legal titles and inheritance, challenging these entrenched perspec-
tives (Candido, 2023; Capern et al., 2019). In some places and periods, wom-
en’s landownership might have been much higher than previously thought.

Overall, the objective of this session is to better understand the long-term
dimensions of women'’s relationship to land. Rather than polarized positions
of women being either significant or insignificant landowners and land users
and seeing this as “the norm”, this session is interested in understanding dif-
ferences between places and continuities and/or change in this status. So,
for example, in those places where independent female landownership and
land use was low, did this have long established roots and simply persist over
time, or did this start to change in certain areas—and if so, where, how, and
why? And in those places where independent female landownership and land
use was high, what were the driving conditions that facilitated this situation?

This session is important because while a plethora of work has been de-
voted to the subject of distribution, redistribution, and inequality over the
past 15 years (Alfani, 2021), women have been decidedly absent from these
discussions. One of the barriers to furthering our understanding of this is-
sue is the lack of empirical quantitative evidence for reconstructing female
landownership and access to land as a proportion of total land available,
and how this changed from year to year or across the long term. This is an
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Life between hardship
and prosperity: asset
management strategies
of widows in Early
Modern rural Portugal

Leonor Salguinho Ferreira
University of Coimbra, Portugal

Women, indebtedness
and the land

market in eighteenth-
century France

Elise Dermineur Stockholm
University, Sweden

important precondition before we can start to more productively analyse
what women did with their land and how they have used it across the cen-
turies to secure economic or social objectives.

A considerable number of notarial deeds from the 18th century was signed
by women who, adult and independent, sought to monetise their assets.
Most of these women were widows.

The presence of widowed women in notarial deeds is characterised by two
antagonistic but often intrinsically connected poles: prosperity and hardship.
In the Ancien Régime, the economic and social system facilitated the irrevers-
ible impoverishment of a large part of the population, and women, especially
widows, were victims of this dynamic. Thus, their more common participation
in notarial deeds is clearly symptomatic of their social position, demonstrating
the economic fragility to which they were exposed, but also the prosperity that
came from owning part of the assets, usually land, that had once belonged to
the couple. However, not all women were in this position, with several wom-
en’s economic situation oscillating between hardship and prosperity, while
the majority lived in a constant state of instability and economic fragility.

This communication aims to explain the asset management strategies ad-
opted by widowed women in different localities in the current district of
Coimbrain the second half of the 18th century, in order to construct a more
detailed understanding of women's lives in rural areas.

This study explores the complex relationship between women, indebtedness,
and the land market in eighteenth-century France, focusing on two rural sei-
gneuries in northeast France. Traditionally, land served as a primary asset for se-
curing credit, and in times of crisis, peasants often sold their land to meet financial
obligations. However, women's role in these transactions has been largely over-
looked. This study examines how women participated in land sales and purchas-
es, challenging the notion that land ownership was exclusively male-dominated.

Women, particularly married women, frequently co-signed land sales, often
selling their lineage property, either upon marriage or due to economic ne-
cessity. In regions practicing partible inheritance, women could own land in
their own right, which they sometimes sold to consolidate family holdings
or repay debts. Unmarried women and widows participated less in the land
market, with widows having more legal autonomy to manage property.

The study finds that while indebtedness influenced land sales, female
property was also sold strategically, serving as a financial resource for
households. Additionally, married women, though not the primary buy-
ers, were involved in land acquisitions, sometimes acting independently.
Ultimately, this research highlights women'’s active but underappreciated
role in the rural economy and land market.
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Gendered patterns
of landownership in
England, c.1780-1850

Joshua Rhodes Durham
University, United Kingdom

Black women and land
cultivation: agency and
resilience (Fernando
Po, 1900-1919)

Paloma Miravet Llorens Jaume |
University, Spain, Sergio Serrano
Hernandez The City College of
New York, Dominican Studies
Institute, United States of America

This paper reconstructs gendered patterns of landownership in late 18th
and early 19th century England. Land tax and tithe apportionment records
are used to quantify the gendered distribution of land ownership nation-
ally. By creating a national dataset of gendered landownership, this paper
addresses a range of questions which have typically been examined from
local or regional perspectives. First, it addresses the empirical challenge of
identifying female-owned property in an era before the Married Women'’s
Property Acts (1870s-1880s). Secondly, it examines geographical differenc-
es in gendered land ownership rates due to differences in property rights
and inheritance practices across England. Thirdly, it considers constraints on
men’s and women's use of land. Lastly, the paper reflects on gendered land
ownership distributions today and how these compare to historic patterns.

This paper examines black women'’s access to land in Fernando Po. In the
second half of the 19th century, women took advantage of the favourable
situation created by the change of colonial administration - from British
to Spanish - to gain access to the island’s main productive resource: land.
Specifically, we analyse three issues: colonial property legislation, women'’s
strategies for gaining access to land, and their role in the economy.

We argue that the intensification of colonisation in the 20th century had
a negative impact on women's access to land grants, resulting in a re-
duction in the number of women landowners and in the size of land
grants. Despite this, women exercised agency through strategies such as
farming without applying for concessions and partnering with European
companies as commercial intermediaries.

[Room TP2, 4 floor]

2.2. Organization of
agrarian production
and labour
relations in the
Ottoman landed
estates 7

ORGANISERS Alp Yucel Kaya Ege
University, Turkey, Socrates D.
Petmezas University of Crete,

Greece, Yucel Terzibasoglu
Bogazici University, Turkey

MODERATOR Socrates D. Petmezas
University of Crete, Greece

Past research on the landed estates (¢iftlik) in the Ottoman lands in the
Balkans, Anatolia, and the Arab provinces has focused primarily on some
particular aspects such as the “formation of the ¢iftliks", their legal status
and their relation to market-oriented agricultural production (especial-
ly in relation to grain exports to Europe). Similarly, most recent research
on the ¢iftliks tend to reproduce or revisit the same old questions, without
sufficiently establishing the place of landed estates in the broader regional
agrarian economies. There is still little research on such questions as the
land use and labour regimes, the social-property relations, their spatial dis-
tribution and geographical differences and variation. In fact, the historical
evolution of the large landed estates was not uniform across the different
Ottoman regions along the eastern Mediterranean as these landed estates
reflected local agrarian practices and regional historical development.

In particular, the organization of agricultural and livestock production, the
use of land and commons and the different forms of land tenure and la-
bour organization (sharecropping, wage and dependent labour) had only
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The organisation of
production in Ottoman
estates according to
the 1832/33 land and
property survey

of Cyprus

Antonis Hadjikyriacou Panteion
University, Greece

rarely been the subject of detailed local studies and regional comparisons.
The practical management of the estates by the landlord or (in his usual
absence) its representatives (stewards, communal elders or intermediaries
who farmed the charge of steward) in relation to the actual mode of land
use and animal husbandry had been either a neglected subject of research
in local studies or treated from a very general and ‘distant’ point of view. Did
the peasant commune held collective rights and obligations in the manage-
ment of the estate’s arable lands and/or commons, and how their rights
and obligations were affected or changed in the long historical process? The
same is true in what concerns the difference between ‘ownership’ and ‘man-
agement’ or decision making. We do not know in detail and precision how
extended families (or group of families) of estate-landlords took decisions
on major or everyday issues. We would like to learn more about the ways
individual small-owners ended up (in the end of the 19th century) holding a
'share’ (however minuscule) on a large landed estate.

In this context, and as part of an ongoing collaborative research agenda,
these two proposed panels will address, in the wider setting of the eastern
Mediterranean, the following issues: What was the balance between land
cultivation, livestock husbandry and other activities? What was the role of
transhumance? What were the terms under which production and labour
(wage labour, sharecropping, tenants, small peasant farmers, large-scale
cultivation, labour contracts, labour maobility / immobility) were organised
in different regions and periods? If, how (and how often) were arable lands
distributed among tenants and how collective constraints and communal
'solidarities’ were imposed in the process of crop-rotation and fallow? How
are c¢iftliks inscribed within the wider context of Ottoman economy in dif-
ferent regions and eras? What is their relationship with urban economy
and society (absentee landlords, urban entrepreneurs, wage labourers,
seasonal migrants)? How did this relationship change over time? What are
the implications of studying ¢iftliks in the context of current discussions on
unfree labour, commons, property and communal rights, primitive accu-
mulation, institutional change and economic growth?

The paper enquires into the organisation of production of estates (ciftliks)
in Ottoman Cyprus based on the 1832/33 Land and Property Survey (Emlak
ve arazi defteri) of the island. The survey records about 23,000 property
holders living in 800 settlements and their properties, falling into four broad
categories: lands, trees, buildings, and animals. Of special interest is the fact
that survey was conducted a moment of serious socio-economic tensions,
immediately before the outbreak of three revolts in 1833.

The survey includes seventy-six estates recorded in different forms of hold-
ing, namely as the private property of individuals, religious endowments, or
a state-owned and leased to an entrepreneur. A statistical, geo-statistical,
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Labor relations in olive
production within large
estates in the

Ottoman Empire

Dilek Akyal¢in Kaya Institute
for Mediterranean Studies of
Foundation for Research and
Technology-Hellas, Greece

Landholding and
class relations in the
Ottoman countryside:
ciftliks, villages, and
textile production

in the 19th-century
Balkans

Ezgi Burcu Isil Sevgener Panteion
University of Social and Political
Sciences, Greece

and geo-spatial analysis of the data will examine trends and patterns in the or-
ganisation of production in these estates. In doing so, it will attempt to identify
typologies of estates, forms of land use, exploitation of natural resources, or-
ganisation of labour, and entrepreneurial strategies. The objective is to employ
these data to better understand the factors, means, and relations of produc-
tion, even if information on all these dimensions may not always be available.

This paper analyzes olive cultivation in the northern Aegean region of the
Ottoman Empire. Throughout the nineteenth century, large estate owners
such as Karaosmanogullari gathered an increasing number of olive groves
in their hands, and the existence of large olive groves within large landed
estates required different types of labor to be used for olive cultivation.
This paper will search for answers to the following questions: How did
the economic actors (producers, entrepreneurs, industrialists, and mer-
chants) of these regions react to the economic transformations under way
in this period? How did the relationships interwoven around olive cultiva-
tion between different classes change/develop during this period? How
did demographic trends such as the distribution of population into urban
and rural areas and mobility of labor change? How were labor relations
organized among different types of agricultural and livestock production
within large estates? An analysis of the census and registers of pious en-
dowments of different olive-producing regions, such as Mytilini, Edremit,
and Ayvalik, will provide a broader perspective on the nature of labor used
in large landed estates and labor movements within these regions.

This paper examines the rural economy and class relations in 19th-century
Manastir (Bitola) and its surrounding districts in present-day North Macedonia,
focusing on the interactions between private estates (“ciftliks”), villages, and
rural textile production centers in the Ottoman Balkans. The study employs
diverse archival sources, including income survey registers (“temettuat deft-
erleri”) preserved in the Ottoman State Archives. Integrating data from these
registers with Geographic Information Systems (GIS) enables the mapping of
ciftliks, villages, and production factors, providing insights into the regional
organization of the rural economy. Population and tax registers further illu-
minate labor mobility and shifts in ownership patterns, while supplementa-
ry sources—petitions, investigation reports, legal documents, and provincial
yearbooks—enhance the analysis. Ultimately, this paper argues that the ciftlik
system was integral to the organization of the rural economy and deepened
inequalities in the region. The integration of quantitative data with qualitative
insights provides a multifaceted examination of the rural landscape, contrib-
uting to broader discussions on agrarian economies, social stratification, and
industrial production in the Ottoman Empire.
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communities in
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Esperante University of Santiago
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The primitive accumulation in the Ottoman Empire lived through two phases.
Between 1839-1876, landed estate owners either tried to bound sharecrop-
pers on land, as in the Balkans, or resorted to slave labor, as in Western
Anatolia; between 1876-1914, while they continued to use slave labor in
Western Anatolia, they also sought the bondage of dispossessed laborers
along with sharecroppers in both regions. What really marked the period be-
tween 1876 and 1914, was the attack of the landed estate owners on the
peasantry's subsistence rights and the commons peasantry was benefiting. In
other words, in the first phase, landowners searched for labor discipline at the
reserve land on the landed estate, and in the second phase, they searched for
the expansion of the reserve land as well as labor discipline. Under these con-
ditions, peasants who were expelled from their landed estates became pro-
letarianized. In this paper, we will delineate the evolution and peculiarities of
primitive accumulation in the 19th century Ottoman Empire. We will discuss
the evolution of labor relations in the 19th century based on archival data by
focusing on corvée labor, bondage to the soil, indebtedness, and commons
in the landed estates of Western Anatolia and Balkans.

Agricultural tractors have played a central role of the great agriculture tech-
nology transformations in 20th century. Although the international agrari-
an historiography has made progress in understanding the mechanisation
of agriculture from an institutional and market perspective, the effects of
mechanisation in peasant community's reproduction strategies have yet to
be discussed in depth and in international comparison.

Thus, the main question of this session is: How did agricultural tractors change
peasant communities' reproduction strategies in 20th century? This question
is directly related to the Marxist hypothesis of social change, which it is often
pointed out that social relations are closely linked to productive forces. So,
when productive forces change, peasants change their mode of production,
and when their mode of production changes, all their social relations change.
Therefore, we expect to discuss the hypothesis that links the diffusion of agri-
cultural tractors with the final crisis of peasant reproduction in the 20th centu-
ry. For this reason, we will also discuss how agricultural tractors have shaped
new social relations and new socials classes differentiations for 21st century.

Agricultural tractors are an industrial innovation aimed at saving labour. But
we also know, both from agroecology and from the peasant economy theo-
ry, that peasant innovation strategies are not always aimed at saving labour.
This is especially true in agriculture with family labour based. On the other
hand, we know that in the intensive organic and solar energy-based agricul-
ture that dominated the world until the first third of 20th century, many agri-
cultural tasks required large investments of labour from human and animal
energy-base source. For this reason, peasant reproduction strategies were
often directed towards innovations that reduced human physical effort, but
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not towards those that completely replaced it. Moreover, we know that fertilisa-
tion needs, and structural nitrogen deficits required livestock, so the complete
substitution of animal traction for agricultural tasks was not appropriate either.

However, all this changed, especially after the Second World War, which the
rise of agribusiness, new marketing techniques to make agricultural tractor
desirable and, overall, innovations needed to make it cheap, easy to use and
adaptable to many types of land and agricultural work. The peasant had to
face up to this change, which structurally overtook them. As a result, many
things changed: ways of working, gender roles, generational roles, marriage
policies, community hierarchies, sociability, leisure, etc. Many changes in re-
production strategies that, in a long-term perspective, became known as Le
Fin des Paysans era in late 20th century.

We would like to receive proposals working on different perspectives (social,
economy, environmental, gender, culture, sociology, anthropology) address-
ing the same question: How did agricultural tractors change peasant commu-
nities’ reproduction strategies? We encourage the submission of proposals
that promote indepth, pluralistic and from below analyses, and dealing with
the 20th century and any territory, both Global North and South.

The latest aim of this session is to publish the papers as a special issue in a
high-ranking journal or as a book in a well renowned international editorial.

After Hungary became part of the Soviet Union's sphere of influence
after World War I, the forced introduction of Soviet models began in all
areas of life. In agriculture the main goal was the collectivization, which
was realized by 1961. Although private property was largely eliminated,
small farms (household and auxiliary farms) were still able to survive in
small areas and with a huge, mainly family investment of labour. In fact,
small farms accounted for more than a third of agricultural production
by 1976. The shift in the arguments for and against small farms, the
change in the perspective of power, or even more the adaptation to
the established economic situation, was realized in measures aimed at
supporting small-scale production. Despite this, the purchase of trac-
tors and associated machinery by private individuals was not yet per-
mitted in the late 1970s, but, such purchases - although outside the
legal framework - even if only in negligible numbers, but took place.
In my presentation, | would like to tell the story of an MTZ 50 tractor
purchased in 1979 under such circumstances, and at the same time,
present the struggling existence of the small farm that owns it.




Tuesday, 9th September 2025 « Parallel Sessions 2 67

Quinoa boom and
agrarian change in
the Bolivian Altiplano:
“tractoristas” and new
land questions within
a reframed land use
system

Francesca Uleri University of
Bolzano, Italy

The design of

sociotechnical systems
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Currently, Boliviais the world's second-largest exporter of quinoa, and almost
90% of the total national production intended for export comes from the
Bolivian Southern Highlands. Since the 1970s, two elements have contribut-
ed to changing the profile of the local peasant economy: firstly, the mecha-
nization of agriculture through the introduction of tractors and disc plows,
and secondly, the increase in external demand for quinoa. Mechanization
with tractors and integration into the global market have proceeded in con-
nection with processes of commodification of the production cycle that, on
the one hand, have detached the product from the territories of origin in
a sort of dynamic of fetishization, and on the other hand, have fostered
the restructuring of the agrarian ground. Building upon empirical research
conducted in three rural municipalities of the Bolivian Southern Highlands,
this contribution aims to define this trajectory by discussing the relationship
between the mechanization of quinoa production and changes in the indig-
enous communities’ land use system. It sheds light on the emergence of a
new land question, which appears, for example, with dynamics of saturation
of the agricultural frontier, socio-economic consolidation of the group of
tractor owners, and redefinition of the logics to access the common land.

The mechanization of milking in the Azores - specifically in the island of Sao
Miguel — during the 1970s and 1980s is a pertinent case study regarding
the orientation of the design of sociotechnical systems and the interplay be-
tween technology and society. Namely, replacing the initially planned fixed
milking facilities with the production of mobile milking machines, in con-
junction with the corresponding ways of managing livestock and rural land
use planning, is a counterexample to the thesis of the general functionality
of top-down design according to technological and economic rationality.
Instead, it indicates the possibility, at least occasionally, of a bottom-up de-
sign according to social and political factors, although respecting technical
and economic conditions. In addition, the socio-economic relevance of this
process in Sao Miguel and the back then relative isolation of this island allow
the discrimination of the respective factors to a greater extent than is usual
in observations outside the laboratory. This study considers institutional re-
ports and technical communications, relevant statistics, news and opinion
pieces in the press at the time, and interviews with some agents involved.
To contribute to clarifying the basic and structuring conditions of the tech-
nological phenomenon, which becomes especially relevant in this time of
profound sociotechnical transformations.
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The industrial animal
as an abstract
technical object

Laurent Herment National Center
for Scientific Research and School
for Advanced Studies in the Social
Sciences, France

Cattle has long been a subject of interest for rural historians and for
many scholars working in other sub-fields of history, such as economic
and social history, environmental history, animal history, food history or
the history of science. It has also garnered attention from anthropology
and sociology, as well as philosophy. Working from these vantage points
and often adopting multidisciplinary perspectives, scholars have engaged
different methods, sources and approaches to investigate issues of pro-
duction, consumption, human-animal relations, agency, health or trade,
among others. Informed by the environmental turn in the humanities and
social sciences, many studies have drawn heavily on sources from the nat-
ural sciences, while the animal turn has favoured the use of multispecies
ethnography and animal biography. In turn, cultural historians have con-
tinued to examine literary works and other written or visual sources to
understand past human-animal relations, increasingly looking at animals
in their own right. Proposed by members of the recently funded project ti-
tled “Cattle in motion: Knowledge, circulation and environments in the his-
tory of cattle in Portugal, 1750-1960", this panel aims to interrogate these
different methods, sources and approaches. It welcomes contributions
that discuss methods, sources and approaches used to study cattle in
specific time periods and geographies, as well as theoretical contributions.

The idea that animals are machines is not new. In the 19th century, ad-
vances in chemistry and physiology gave impetus to research into nutri-
tion in order to determine the optimum rations for increasing meat or
milk yields, for example. Other research focusing more specifically on
horses looked at animal rations in order to maximise the work output
of urban cavalries. These questions and practices aimed at maximising
product and/or work output developed in various.

This vast research movement and the development of ‘scientific’ practic-
es are part of a general movement towards the industrialisation of agri-
culture and livestock farming. From the 1960s onwards, the practices of
factory farming were denounced (Animal machine, Harrison 1963). At the
same time, in the first chapter of his book Du mode d'existence des objets
techniques (1958), the philosopher Gilbert Simondon explained the differ-
ence between ‘concrete technical objects' and ‘abstract technical objects,
basing his argument on the development of the internal combustion en-
gine and the practices of horticulturalists. In this paper, in the light of this
distinction, we re-examine contemporary breeding practices to show how
farm animals have become ‘abstract technical object’.
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Fumi Catholic University of the
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The study of historical sources reveals the critical role of livestock farming in
human survival and economic activities during the early Modern Era. Focusing
on animal husbandry in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (GDL) from the 16th to
18th centuries, this research integrates written and archaeological evidence.
While archaeological investigations of 121 manors since 1989 have yielded
valuable data, zooarchaeological material has been preserved from only 15
sites, offering a limited view of bone distribution by animal species.

To address these gaps, a comparative analysis of zooarchaeological data and
historical records - such as manor inventories and Land and Castle Court
books - is essential. This method highlights consistencies and discrepancies
between material and textual evidence, offering a clearer picture of regional
and manor-specific trends. An interdisciplinary approach, combining history
and archaeology, enables a deeper understanding of how livestock farm-
ing practices shaped both economic and social life. By cross-referencing
fragmented records scattered across Lithuanian, Polish, and neighboring
archives this study uncovers previously overlooked patterns.

Through these methods, the research not only clarifies trends in animal
husbandry but also sheds light on the daily lives of manor residents,
highlighting the indispensable role of historical sources in reconstructing
the GDL's agricultural history.

This paper aims to analyze the birth and evolution of herd books - that
is the public recording of animals based on their individual characteristics
and genetic lineage of ancestry and descent - focusing on the Italian case.
The study will also present the first results of archival research on all herd
books for cattle breeds in 19th and 20th century Italy and will discuss their
value for historical research. In fact, some registries had a limited function
for local breeds but remain a sign of the agricultural sector's attention to
endogenous resources. Other herd books, however, expanded nationally,
driven by the success of the respective breeds. From the second half of
the 19th century in Europe and North America, a trend emerged to estab-
lish new criteria for classifying animals and new tools for managing their
selection and reproduction. These herd books led to the formation of stan-
dardized breeds and became a crucial tool for more enterprising breeders,
livestock associations, and the state for various purposes that changed over
time: basing livestock policies on measurable criteria such as productivity,
supporting the market for breeding animals (and animal semen after the
advent of artificial insemination), and promoting biodiversity.
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Economic nationalism played a crucial role in nation-building in Central and
Southeastern Europe, serving as a long-term cultural approach to moderni-
sation. Present both before and after World War [, even at sub-state levels,
it was integral to collective self-assurance efforts. Nearly all sectors estab-
lished autonomous structures in line with 19th-century unification and in-
dependence movements. This push for economic national differentiation
reflected the desire for parallel cultural, political, and economic systems
due to distinct national populations. Establishing these parallel institutions
was a gradual process, with nationalist leaders acknowledging the econom-
ic factor's significance in political struggles. We are interested in the role
of economic nationalism in the southern regions of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, including both the Austrian and Hungarian areas, as well as in the
Ottoman Empire and the Kingdom of Serbia. The panel primarily aims to
emphasise and compare the impact and influence of economic nationalism
within two different systems: the Orthodox-Byzantine-Ottoman system in
the northern regions of the Ottoman Empire and the Kingdom of Serbia
and the Catholic-Western system in the southern regions of the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy. Different political and social structures characterised
these systems. The contributions will provide new perspectives by exam-
ining internal problems and external challenges of institutions from a top-
down viewpoint and the experiences of the entrepreneurs and peasantry
from a bottom-up perspective. More specifically, we concentrate on the
rural areas of the Slovenian territories within the Austrian part and Bacs-
Bodrog in the Hungarian part of the Habsburg Monarchy; Uzice county in
the Kingdom of Serbia; and Macedonia, located in the northern part of the
Ottoman Empire. These regions were considered peripheral concerning
state frameworks, as they were distant from state centres. Bulgaria, Greece,
and later Serbia sought to leverage the market dependence of peasants in
rural Macedonia, including seasonal labour and economic boycotts, to co-
erce rival group members into their millet. Church-school communities set
up credit institutions with low-interest rates. With the transformation of the
church-educational struggle in Macedonia into a struggle involving armed
groups within the Ottoman Empire, the methods of economic pressure on
the population to join one of the three groups gained strength. Besides, it
is crucial to examine the impact of the Export Bank, founded in 1901, and
its Uzice subsidiary, the Export Cooperative, established in 1905, on rural
husbandry in Uzice County, which includes analysing its income sources—
domestic or foreign—and how Custom war of the Kingdom of Serbia and
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy affected its operations. Economic nationalism,
as an ideologically driven economic program, can significantly impact en-
trepreneurs, sometimes leading to irrational business decisions. This can
negatively affect businesses, potentially causing financial collapse. So, we
will examine cases of business failures in Slovenian rural areas linked to
economic nationalism. Finally, in the session, we will analyse the dynamics of
financial networks and intermediaries in Carniola Province and Bacs-Bodrog
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County during the late 19th century, exploring their connection to eco-
nomic nationalism. This research will offer a comparative historical
analysis of national polarisation, politics, and economic development in
Central and Southeastern Europe.

The paper aims to reflect on the relation between national affirmation and
economic development. It will focus on women’s national activism in ethnically
mixed peripheral (border) areas, namely the Austro-Hungarian land of Austrian
Littoral. In this nationally non-homogeneous region, the economic strategies
had a significant influence on the process of nation building, where more effort
had to be implemented to accomplish its national claims. The urban centres
were the main starting points which furtherly influenced the rural areas.

In the process of national affirmation and modernization, the economy had an
important role. Women, who struggled for emancipation, got actively involved
in this process. In the Austrian Littoral (as in other parts of Austro-Hungary),
the urban centres encouraged the formations of women'’s national(ist) associ-
ations. These societies furtherly acted as advocates or models for branches in
rural areas, especially in border and nationally mixed areas. Thus, the purpose
is to study the connections between urban and rural/centre and periphery.

The paper will focus on the women'’s branch of the St. Cyril and Methodius
Society in the border area, examining the spread of ideas, dynamics of
relations, but especially the modernising influences within the context of
the organisation’s work in peripheries.

Bulgarian Exarchate as a separate religious community was established in
1870, despite the opposition of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The Sultan’s
firman stipulated that diocese would become part of the Exarchate if all or
two-thirds of the Orthodox believers chose to join it. The economic factor,
however, played a significant role in the choice of “millet”. Bulgaria, Greece,
and later Serbia, tried to exploit market dependence of peasants, season-
al labor of rural Macedonia's inhabitants, or organize economic boycotts,
to force members of rival groups to join their millet. The opposing sides
established credit institutions through church-school communities, which
attracted villagers with low interest rates. With the transformation of the
church-educational struggle in Macedonia into a struggle involving armed
groups within the Ottoman Empire, the methods of economic pressure on
the population to join one of the three groups gained strength. The peak
of the mutual, by then national struggle of opposing groups was reached
with the Young Turk Revolution, which also represents the upper chrono-
logical boundary of the study.
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In modern day historiography, the Custom war was analyzed mainly from the
political, but rarely an economics and trade standpoint. However, it is exactly
this viewpoint that explains just what the causes and influences this clash
between Serbia and Austria-Hungary had on the state and its international
standing. Using an example from the Uzice county we will show the influence
that the Export bank, founded in 1901. and its Uzice subsidiary, The Export
Cooperative, founded in 1905, had on the husbandry of rural areas of the
Uzice county. We will show how this cooperative got its income, whether it was
founded only by home capital, or foreign as well. Also, we will show whether
the changes that occurred after the clash between Serbia and Austri-Hungary
had influenced the functioning of this institution as well as the consequences
on the husbandry fund both in quality and quantity. Considering that time
marked a breakthrough of capitalism, it would be important to see whether
the Custom War between Serbia and its northern neighbor influenced the
structure of agriculture and other branches of economy.

Economic nationalism as a specific type of ideologically charged economic
programme can have a great impact on the business activities of entre-
preneurs, to the point where they start to behave irrationally from a pure-
ly economic point of view, e.g. by restricting doing business with poten-
tial business partners due to their differing political views and identities.
Nationalistic traits can also be a reason for customers to boycott a particu-
lar business or entrepreneur. Therefore, when nationalism spills over into
business world, it can have a strong negative impact; it can even lead to
the financial collapse and bankruptcy of an entrepreneur and their busi-
ness. The article will present this issue on the basis of cases of business
failures and bankruptcies in Slovenian rural areas under Austria-Hungary
and in interwar Yugoslavia, whose reasons could be attributed to econom-
ic nationalist reasons. Nationalist tensions - especially among Slovenians
versus Germans and Slovenians versus ltalians - were strong in the time
of both countries and were also reflected in the economy, in some cases
due to the boycott of one ethnic group or another and in others due to the
unwillingness of entrepreneurs to cooperate with surrounding businesses.
Both could prove fatal for the company.
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Economic nationalism was an essential part of the process of nation-building
in Central and South-Eastern Europe. It became a long-term national culture
in many countries, representing an alternative path to modernisation. Various
parallel institutions emerged during the period of national differentiation in
the late 19th century. Many of these institutions faced considerable political
and economic pressure due to conflicts between different national move-
ments. The paper examines the establishment and development of financial
networks, precisely the operation of credit cooperatives in Carniola Province
and Bacs-Bodrog County, highlighting their correlation with economic nation-
alism. The establishment of microfinance intermediaries, like credit cooper-
atives, was crucial for achieving financial inclusion among the peasant pop-
ulation. The research offers new insights and compares two different areas,
microfinance intermediaries and their role and impact on the economic and
financial development of the rural areas before World War I. The comparison
will help identify similarities and differences, enabling us to look beyond na-
tional boundaries and examine the issues within the broader context.

[Room Sala 2, 3™ floor]
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MODERATOR Carolina Uppenberg
Stockholm University, Sweden

Rural households in early modern Europe were shaped by multiple and
overlapping power dynamics. In addition to the gendered family dynam-
ic and the question of ownership (landlord vs. “serf"), most rural house-
holds were sites of production and reproduction where labour relations
of various shades, and their complex dynamics of power and contestation
informed most aspects of daily life. Rural Households were therefore the
scene of conflicts not only between parents and children or wives and
husbands, but also between servants and masters or day labourers and
their employers. These relations were in turn governed by national and
regional labour laws, as well as laws restricting vagrancy and unemploy-
ment, and cultural notions of hierarchy and household order. This panel
seeks to address the labour conflicts that arose within and surrounding
European rural households in the early modern era (roughly 16th to ear-
ly 19th centuries) by exploring how these power dynamics played out in
practice and how labour conflicts affected economic and social life in rural
communities. Moreover, the panel aims to uncover what these conflicts
can tell us about the meaning contemporaries ascribed to the household
as an organising principle of work and social relations at large. Papers
could explore both hidden and overt tactics of individual or collective re-
sistance, historical actors’ understanding and contestation of labour laws,
the use of coercion in managing labour dynamics, the notions and practice
of paternalism in household labour relations, wage disputes and employ-
ment negotiations and any other aspect related to the practice of labour
relations in rural households in early modern Europe.
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Starting from a few court cases, this paper discusses master-servant relation-
ships in early modern Sweden. While conventional economics separates the
labour market from the household, the servant institution combined these
two and conflated personal relationships with strictly regulated, legally de-
fined positions. To better understand this complex and dynamic institution,
we need to zoom in on everyday practices and the perceptions of the people
involved. Court records are a wonderful source for this purpose. Conflicts
brought to court portray the servant as subordinate yet far from without legal
rights. Masters' power was extensive but limited. Coercion and violence were
at the core of the relationship, but also remuneration and mutual obligations.

Servant labour was ubiquitous in early modern Iceland, with service in es-
tablished households being compulsory for most landless adults. As in oth-
er parts of Northwestern Europe, master-servant relations in Iceland were
governed by norms and regulations on household hierarchy and discipline.
Lutheran ideas of patriarchal authority gave household heads authority over
all members of their household, including servants, but also deferred to
them a series of duties and responsibilities. Legislation inscribed the right of
masters to physically chastise their servants for insubordination. This right
was in line with the view that service was a stage in a persons' life cycle, sit-
uated between childhood and adulthood, and was understood as a period
of social disciplining and moral regulation. Yet, servants were also essential
labour power for the household and the master servant relationship was
a coerced but still somewhat reciprocal contract between master and ser-
vant as employer and employee. This paper looks at the role chastisement
played in disciplining labour. It looks at examples when chastisement was
contested by servants and therefore how and where the line was drawn be-
tween acceptable chastisement and unlawful abuse and thus how this right
to chastisement became the subject of labour conflicts in rural households.

Our paper aims to focus on the multiple forms of coercion and conflict
within pre-industrial rural households from a gendered perspective, pay-
ing particular attention to masters and servants. It is based on 18th and
19th century trials in the criminal court of the city of Urbino, in Central
Italy. A large number of cases, dealing with crimes ranging from infanti-
cide to domestic theft, provide an interesting vantage point for analysing
coercion, violence and conflict in an area mainly characterised by the
presence of sharecropping families, whose conflicts with the landowners
will also be considered. Furthermore, we will try to understand the differ-
ences and similarities between the types of coercion and conflict present
in different types of households (sharecroppers’, day labourers’, etc.),
and to compare the case of Urbino with other already studied.
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Servants were an indispensable part of the rural labour force in early mod-
ern Austria. Most research on servants in Austrian historiography has relied
on quantifiable evidence of their role within family and household-based
systems of labour organization and focused on questions of demography,
as well as macro-level models of the pre-capitalist economy. The concrete
every-day interactions and conflicts related to service as a labour relation,
however, have thus far remained a research gap. This contribution tackles
that gap. It reconstructs conflicts between servants, their families, their em-
ployers and local authorities in the 17th and 18th century based on archival
records from Upper Austria, thereby offering a new perspective not only on
the microhistory of dependent labour in the rural Habsburg monarchy, but
also on the concrete application of labour law, which played an important
role as an instrument of discipline and an argumentative basis within these
disputes. The conflicts documented in the sources revolve mostly around
the question who had a right to claim servants’ labour - be it when they
changed employers, were forcibly recruited and taken from their families to
serve their lord, or ran away on their volition.

[Room Sala 7, 4% floor]

2.7. Farm accounts
in rural Europe

(c. 1700-1914): to
better know one’s
own? 1

ORGANISERS Nathalie Joly Dijon
Agro Institute, France,

Federico D'Onofrio University
of Vienna, Austria

MODERATOR Giulio Ongaro
University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy

The first aim of this session is to celebrate the publication of Nathalie Joly
and Federico D'Onofrio, Farm Accounts in Rural Europe, ¢.1700-1914: To
better know one's own? (Boydell, 2025). This places the study of accounts
arising from both farms and estates on a new footing. Informed as the vol-
ume is by the 'new accounting history/, it integrates the history of agricul-
tural and estate accounting with insights from the Social Sciences. It shows
how accounts could be used to control and avoid fraud by labourers, farm
managers and administrators, how they were a force to improve farming,
how farmers dragged their feet over the use of double-entry bookkeep-
ing but how simpler forms of bookkeeping were sold to French farmers'
wives. Ultimately many farmers were compelled to keep accounts by the
tax and government authorities in the early twentieth century, but a valu-
able by-product of this was the creation of data which could be analysed
by farmers’ and other organizations and used to inform government agri-
cultural policy. After this book, it is impossible to use accounts without ask-
ing what choices an individual farmer made in keeping accounts and what
purposes they served him. Whilst the session will open with a presentation
of the book, followed by a commentary by Nadine Vivier, its second aim is
to gather together the next generation of essays on accounting practice
in Rural History. Other filing gaps in the literature generally and in Farm
Accounts in Rural Europe, ¢.1700-1914: To better know one's own? In
particular, we will ask two broad questions: what discourses encouraged
farmers to keep accounts and what purposes accounts served, whether
for the farmers that kept them or the professional or government organi-
sations who extracted data from samples of accounts.
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Accounting on farms
and landed estates
in the Netherlands,
c. 1700-1914

Piet van Cruyningen Wageningen
University, Netherlands

Between identity
and profession: Farm
records from Saxony,
1700 to 1914

Oscar Dube Martin Luther

University Halle-Wittenberg,
Germany

Until recently, Dutch agrarian historians have not paid much attention to ac-
counting practices in the farming sector. There is some literature on account
books of farmers in the provinces of Groningen and Zeeland, but almost
nothing is known on accounting practices elsewhere or on the landed es-
tates in the east of the country. This paper aims to explore how widespread
accounting practices were among farmers and large landlords during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, why they kept account books and what
changes occurred in accounting practices. It turns out accounts were mostly
kept by large, commercial farmers in Groningen, Zeeland and the Central
River Area, and by large landlords in Gelderland and Overijssel. Accounts
seldom provided a complete overview of revenue and expenditure. They
were kept to get insight into certain aspects of the farming operation and
in the case of estate owners to monitor stewards and bailiffs. Although ex-
perts - usually from the landowning classes - tried to promote double entry
bookkeeping, neither farmers nor estate owners were keen to apply this to
their own operations (with scarce, but illuminating, exceptions).

Longstanding research about the agricultural development in one of
Germany's demographic and economic core regions resulted in a collec-
tion of records from over 30 peasant farms, mostly in private ownership.
Initially written as diaries or chronicles, elements of financial and agricul-
tural accounting were added to these records. They became more sophis-
ticated and specific, however still adhering to simple forms of bookkeeping
They reached a great formal variety, with practically every farmer creating
custom solutions. Some even started to print and sell their own designs.
Yet, many aspects suggest that the recording of changes, improvements,
and successes served more personal validation than economic purpose.
It was also possible to compare these accounts to those from manorial
farms. While these initially followed a relatively unified, but elaborated and
complicated format, they later became more flexible and diverse them-
selves, mirroring the process on peasant farms. Eventually, the division
between both types of accounts slowly disappeared.These transforma-
tions and convergences were encouraged in several ways: First, it can be
shown that enlightenment printings had an actual influence on peasant
records. Second, statistical surveys by the Saxon central administration in-
fluenced manorial practices. Third, increased exchange between different
kinds of farmers was facilitated through agricultural associations.
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Accounting roots:
economic and historical
analysis of the
marchioness of

dou farm in Figueres
(Spain) (1916-1924)
Helena Benito Mundet University
of Girona, Spain, Angel Ballarin
Garnica Open University of
Catalonia, Spain, Margarita Lépez-

Antén Autonomous University of
Barcelona, Spain

Interest in agricultural accounting has increased in recent years, with diverse
research on crops and harvests, prices, productivity and yields, technical inno-
vations, wages, and other quantities. Despite this, there is still a lack of research
from a gender perspective. Our aim is to investigate wealth in the hands of
women, its origin, management and its contribution to economic development.

Gertrudis de Dou i de Moner, Marchioness of Dou, inherited several prop-
erties in northern Catalonia from her family. They were cereal crops (wheat,
corn, oats, soybeans, barley), almonds, oil, cherries, pears, plums, grapes, lu-
pins, and beans. Sheep, lambs, pigs and chickens were also fattened there,
and charcoal was manufactured there. The law firm Jou de Figueres (1386-
2001) managed it through a cash book where payments (debts), collections
(credits) and periodic balances were recorded separately.

The methodology is based on a historical analysis of this farm, comple-
mented by an approach based on case analysis. In addition, it integrates
the application of Benford's law with advanced statistical inference tech-
niques to assess the reliability of its accounting.

[Room Sala 1, 3" floor]

2.8. Timber
floatations in
Europe: between
continuity and
discontinuity 2
ORGANISERS Claudio Lorenzini
University of Turin, Italy,

Katia Occhi Bruno Kessler

Foundation and Italian-German
Historical Institute, Italy

MODERATOR Jawad Daheur
French National Centre for
Scientific Research, France

At all times, one of the most problematic segments in the timber supply
chain is transportation, to the point that the history of forest resources can
be read through the gradual improvement of transportation techniques
that made it possible to take advantage of forests considered too distant
and unusable. One of the favored resources used for logging and transpor-
tation has been water. Until recently, floatations have been one of the most
suitable solutions for moving a massive and cumbersome matter such as
timber. The constraints brought about by this possibility are many, starting
with land morphology and stream characteristics and, of course, the dis-
tance of forests from streams and rivers.

The objective of the panel is to gather contributions that illustrate the
development of timber flows in Europe, with the claim of identifying dis-
continuities in the cases analyzed, considering the relationship between
forests and waters a ‘'symbiotic’ aspect of the timber supply chain and as
such a structural element of continuity.

There are two approaches with which we would like to analyze timber
fluctuations. The first is interconnections with other transportation
and distribution systems: ports and roads. Their location, especially
along major waterways, often transcends the jurisdictional boundaries
of states. This leads to formal systems of organizing river timber trans-
port that result in transactions and affect not only transport workers
but the very political choices of those who regulate the trade. This is an
extension of the ‘envirotechnical system’, a key approach adopted by the
more recent historiographical literature on rivers. The second approach,
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Environmental, social
and economic aspects
in the timber floatation
system. The case of
the Maritime Alps, Italy
(late 18th - early

20th century)

Giulia Beltrametti Roma Tre
University, Italy

Concentration,
processing,
distribution: timber
flows to and from
Perarolo di Cadore
(19th-20th centuries)

Claudio Lorenzini University of
Turin, Italy

consequential to the first, is the attention given to the conflicts brought
about by the flows, environmental, social and economic in nature, involv-
ing village communities and states at different scales.

The paper investigates the theme of timber floatation in the western
Alpine valleys (Maritime Alps) interpreted from the perspective of the envi-
ronmental relationship of this practice with the places where it was carried
out, the social actors involved, and the 'historical production’ of the forests
from which the timber was taken. The research focuses on the 19th-cen-
tury transformations of a centuries-old practice, to which many studies
have been dedicated, especially in other areas of the Eastern Alps. As early
as the 1720s, the Royal Constitutions of Savoy were already concerned
to carefully regulate the cutting and floating of timber downstream, con-
tinually updating the regulations. But the second half of the 19th century
in fact represents a period of transformation not only of access to the
timber resource and its consumption, but also of economic and social net-
works, forestry legislation and agronomic and geological knowledge. With
a topographically connoted reflection the paper will focus on sources from
Italian and French Archives (Prefecture, Intendance) including mostly con-
tracts and authorisations, relating to the flow of timber from the Maritime
Alps towards the plain or the sea, stipulated by private timber merchants
or entrepreneurs who seasonally contracted the transport of logs.

Since the early modern age and throughout the 19th century, Perarolo
di Cadore has been one of the most important hubs of the timber trade
flowing on the Piave River. This small village in the Alpine region of Cadore
is located at the confluence of the Boite stream in the Piave river. The
joining of these waters, which increases its flow rate, and the slope of
the river from Perarolo, made possible the flows of rafts laden with the
timber processed in the many sawmills in the village, which ended their
journey in Venice, the main outlet market for this resource. To regulate
the flows, the Venetian timber merchants, since the early 17th century,
had set up artificial barrages called ‘cidoli’ that served to stop the loose
flow of logs and distribute them in warehouses before they reached the
sawmills. Perarolo was thus a place of concentration, processing and
distribution of timber from a massive forest basin (Comelico, Cadore,
Ampezzano). Adopting a micro-analytical approach, the paper aims to
examine the risks that the floatations determined for the small village
and the consequences that these had on the timber market between the
modern and contemporary ages.
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Logistical continuity
versus river
discontinuities:
technical solutions for
adapt rivers to timber
floating, 18th-19th c.,
Morvan (France) with a
comparison with Alps
and Carpathians

Nicolas Jacob Lumiere University
Lyon 2, France

Forests, rivers,

and frontiers: the
complexity of timber
supply chain in the
Early- Modern Alps

Katia Occhi Bruno Kessler
Foundation, Italy

For many centuries, timber floating in Europe used rivers as logistical
routes. Whenever the volume of timber transported increased, this activ-
ity was faced with natural characteristics of streams. These were obsta-
cles to the efficient export of timber downstream, whether transported in
bulk (trunks, logs, planks) or assembled (in rafts or trains). These potential
transport discontinuities are either spatial (characteristics of the riverbed:
depth, route, presence of rocks or mills and sawmills) or temporal (vari-
ations in discharge). The aim of this proposal is therefore to show how
the imperatives of transport continuity have been adapted to rivers, but
also how rivers have been reshaped, so as to eliminate or at least reduce
certain discontinuities within the logistical axis, particularly in upstream
sections, which are the less well known in this respect. These changes
have had major impacts on river dynamics, the traces of which can still be
seen today. In addition, the management of this logistics chain was closely
linked to the social practices and specific working conditions along these
waterways. Based on the case of the Morvan massif (France), a compar-
ative approach will be proposed, using examples from the German and
Austrian Alps and the Carpathian range (Romania and Ukraine).

At the beginning of the 16th century, the Alpine region of Trentino-Tyrol
was one of the most important areas of the Archduchy of Upper Austria
for the extraction of natural resources. This was due to the abundance of
forests and mines and, above all, to the waterways that facilitated the rap-
id transport of these goods to the markets. The contribution analyzes the
environmental impact of timber exploitation, focusing on the analysis of
infrastructure (locks, ports), as well as social relations, and political gover-
nance related to the complex management of the ‘timber frontier’ between
the Holy Roman Empire and the Republic of Venice, one of the most an-
thropized areas in early modern Europe.
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2.9. Continuities
rather than
novelties?
Technologies,
imaginaries and
practices in the
ecologisation of
agriculture 2

ORGANISERS Romain Blancaneaux
National Institute of Agricultural
Research and University of
Montpellier, France,

Julie Hermesse & Nicolas Loodts
Catholic University of Louvain,
Belgium

MODERATORS & DISCUSSANTS
Romain Blancaneaux National
Institute of Agricultural Research
and University of Montpellier,
France, Julie Hermesse Catholic
University of Louvain, Belgium

Conventional farmers
stretched between
standards: from the
absence of consultation
to the perception of

an enforced greening

- case studies from
Flanders and Wallonia
(Belgium)

Julie Hermesse & Gabrielle

Fenton Catholic University of
Louvain, Belgium

7

In response to the current food system problems, “new”, “revolutionary” ways
of growing, distributing, eating, disposing and imagining of food are shifting
to resolve broad socio-ecological issues. Yet this also adds up with a de-
cades-long discourse on the need to feed a growing human global population,
setting the stage for practices in line as a solution. These rhetoric of novelty
are accompanied by promises of more productive and sustainable farming,
by adopting practices reducing scarce or harmful inputs while farming be-
comes more precise. Meanwhile, criticism of productivist agriculture along
revolutionary promises has intensified in the academic field, among activists
and within institutions, providing various incentives pledging for changing
the dominant paradigm in agriculture. How do now and then phenomenons
come together with discourses, which harkens back to - or depart from - past
narratives and frame rationale? These elements provide a basis for ques-
tioning if “alternative” food systems - whether agroe-cologically, “sustainable”,
“regenerative”, (etc.) - accompany a “greening’ reproduction of phenomena
attached to the dominant agricultural paradigm (simplification of processes,
farmers' dependance, etc.). To what extent do “new” narratives (such as those
promised by innovations and new agricultural technologies) are likely to mod-
ify (or reproduce) dominant practices in food (and other areas) that existed
in the past? To what extent, now and then, do they underpin conflicting views
and activities? Are current incentives (from public authorities, environmental
associations, etc.) more than former ones, likely to change (or reproduce) the
dominant paradigm in agriculture, based e.g. on a system of injunctions with
little or no consultation of the primary players, the farmers? This panel aims to
question the historical (dis)continuities within current imaginaries and prom-
ises to change agricultural models. It welcomes multidisciplinary methods to
inspire debate on “alternatives” in food systems, as they (are) shape(d by) new
imaginaries and narratives, practices and technologies, which might repro-
duce more than alter existing, dominant logics in agriculture.

The European agricultural sector seems to be caught between two para-
digms that nurture different - even contradictory - visions of the world.
Both legally and symbolically, they are reflected by the CAP and Farm to
Fork. These two directives act as frames of reference, setting schizophren-
ic standards for agriculture wherein ultra-liberal agricultural policies have
been supplemented with the notion of Green Deal. Furthermore, these
standards - and their subsequent regulations - are experienced by farmers
as being imposed from outside. Without prior consultation with landwork-
ers, and without acknowledging their historical entanglement in a produc-
tivist model, farmers are experiencing the policies for the greening of agri-
culture and rural areas as a command to follow a set path. Recent European
election results show that Europe’s environmental policy has played a role
in the rise of populism by failing to get farmers on board with its environ-
mental vision as well as to integrate their demographic transition.
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The invisibility of
agro-ecological levers
in the context of farm
transfers in Wallonia
Séverine Lagneaux \Walloon

Agricultural Research Center,
Belgium

A political agroecology
of the encounter of
biodigital innovation
and farming worlds

in Belgium

Barbara Van Dyck, Larissa
Mies Bombardi, Coline Prévost,

Danya Nadar, Marjolein Visser
Free University of Brussels, Belgium

This paper will present ethnographic data from meetings with conventional
farmers in Belgium, both in Wallonia and Flanders. Focusing on specific is-
sues, the authors will question the dynamics of consultation - existent or not
- with regards to agricultural regulations in the past and to greening today.

Agroecology can improve farm transferability by challenging the prin-
ciples that shaped farm transfers in the second half of the 20th century.
Historically, farm transfers have centered on the economic and adminis-
trative aspects of sale and installation. However, recent discussions stress
the need to renew assets, players, and practices as farms and farmers de-
cline in Wallonia and Europe. This decline is driven by factors such as mod-
ernization, increased specialization, an aging workforce, intergenerational
conflicts, and growing societal concerns about environmental and health
issues. These trends have sparked critical views of agriculture and highlight-
ed the need for change to prevent stagnation.

Addressing these challenges requires rethinking not only how farms are
transferred but also why individuals remain in agriculture despite mount-
ing pressures. While some farmers struggle, others adapt and find new
resources. Their strategies are not readily apparent. Our hypothesis sug-
gests that agroecology can enhance farm transferability by promoting
small, diversified farms and fostering a strong connection between farm-
ers and their environments. This perspective, based on farmers engaged
in agroecological transitions, challenges the dominant view that equates
farm transfers solely with financial transactions, instead emphasizing the
importance of knowledge, tradition, and community in farming.

The fusion of technologies that blur the lines between the digital and biological
spheres is expected to play a crucial role in the building of climate-smart and
resilient food systems. This biodigital convergence is premised on big data col-
lection about farmers’ and consumers’ behaviour, soil and climate conditions,
living organisms' genomic structures, and the growth of plants and animals, in
combination with dedicated infrastructures, finance and policy mechanisms.
More than a technological transition, biodigitalisation in agriculture is con-
strued as an inescapable revolution that will transform the way societies farm,
what farm work looks like and ultimately how life is created and sustained.

We bring together the fields of science and technology studies, political
ecology and agroecology to study biodigital technologies and related infra-
structures, as contested terrains that are indivisible from power dynamics
and the longer histories of agricultural modernisation. Developing a genea-
logical approach, the project lays bare the actors, interests, and sources of
authority that come together in the biodigital imperative. More importantly,
we explore what happens when biodigital technologies meet with dairy and
arable farmers in Belgium, an encounter that is all but frictionless.
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2.10. Meet the
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regimes in the
Iberian World (1500-
1850). The normative
role of community
and kinship

Manuel Bastias Saavedra
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Saavedra, Leibniz University
Hannover, Germany, Alessandro
Buono, University of Pisa, Italy,
Marta Martin Gabaldén, National
Autonomous University

of Mexico, Mexico

DISCUSSANTS José-Miguel Lana
Berasain Public University of
Navarre, Spain, Manuel Bastias
Saavedra Leibniz University
Hannover, Germany, Marta
Martin Gabaldén National
Autonomous University of Mexico,
Mexico, José Carlos de la Puente
Luna Texas State University, United
States of America, Alessandro
Buono University of Pisa, Italy

By focusing on case studies from the Iberian world, this volume seeks to
provide a new framework for the historical study of the problems of land
and colonialism. It looks at the colonial context to show that the holding of
land was not only regulated through European doctrine, laws and grace, but
was bound to corporate bodies, communities, kinship ties and customs that
varied according to the region and the local forms of social and political re-
production. The combination of these diverse orders of normative structur-
ing can be defined as the Ownership Regime. Moving from a focus on law to
a focus on historical regimes of normativity implies understanding law and
juridical normativity as one component within a complex and dynamic en-
semble of practices, institutions and social, religious and cultural norms that
produced historically efficient and consolidated normative arrangements.
Such a perspective demands that historians and legal historians interested
in studying land tenure in the different regions of the Iberian world focus
more carefully on how the combination of these normative sources pro-
duced specific arrangements in the ways in which land was held, owned,
divided and regulated, and how conflicts were adjudicated.

Edited by Manuel Bastias Saavedra, and published by Brill (2025-forthcom-
ing), the volume is composed by ten chapters that focus on the questions of
land tenure considering the normative disposition given by the relationship
between communities and kinship within the colonial context.

Beyond Private and Common. Ownership Regimes in the Iberian World
(1500-1800). Manuel Bastias Saavedra; The Rights of Things and the
Obligations of the Owner. Exploring the Deep Normative Grammars of the
Early Modern Ownership Regime. Alessandro Buono; Guests in Foreign
Lands. Land Control and Ownership in Greater Senegambia in the Face
of the Portuguese Presence (16th and 17th Centuries). Thiago Henrique
Mota; A Widow's Tale. Shifting Land Regimes and the Interplay of Household
and Community in Colonial Peru. José Carlos de la Puente Luna; Ownership
and Seigniorial Relationships. Land and Territory in Colonial Tlaxiaco (the
Mixteca, Mexico). Marta Martin Gabalddn; Domestic Rights in Indigenous
Communal Lands and the Expression “Menester” during the Execution of the
1591 Royal Decrees in Charcas, Viceroyalty of Peru. Maria Carolina Jurado;
Concordias, Sentencias Arbitrales, and Vistas. Ownership and Possession
of Grassland in the Valleys of Ansé and Hecho (17th-19th Centuries).
ifiigo Ena Sanjuan; Amparos and Mapas. Communal Land Possession and
Dispossession in the Late Colonial Andes. Alcira Duefias; Sobas, llamba, and
Residents. On the Diverse Meanings of Land in Angola's Hinterland in the
18th century Crislayne Gloss Mardo Alfagali; Epilogue. The Necessary De-
Westernisation of the Models of Land Ownership. Reflections on the Idea of
Feudal Remnants in Core Western Countries. Rosa Congost
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2.11. Rural
economic
inequalities in the
Central and Eastern
Europe in the
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and Early Modern
period 2

ORGANISER Radostaw Poniat
University of Bialystok, Poland

Who in the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania

was a poor peasant
and who was a rich one
in the end of the

18th century?

Piotr Guzowski, Radostaw

Poniat, Maciej Kwiatkowski
University of Biatystok, Poland

Although the issue of economic inequality in past societies has been of
considerable interest to historians for years, most of the work devoted to
it concerns Western Europe. Central and Eastern European societies, of-
ten operating under serfdom, which could lead to restricted access to the
markets, significant restrictions on mobility experienced by many mem-
bers of the population and incomplete property rights have been much
less frequently the subject of research. Many scholars interested in histor-
ical economic inequalities also assumed that its higher levels was primarily
observed in precapitalist or capitalist urban communities, and that rural
areas were characterized by a markedly lower level of economic differ-
entiation. Such a perspective was in tune with some classical scholars of
serfdom, who described serf communities as relatively equal, where both
the policies of the lords and the attitudes of the peasants themselves did
not encourage individual attempts to acquire wealth.

The aim of the proposed session is to at least partially fill the gaps in our
knowledge of the economic inequalities in societies that existed under the
serfdom system. The key questions we will seek to answer are the question
of the impact of serfdom on the global levels of economic inequality, the
role of landlords’ policies in creating or reducing economic differentiation
among serfs, the relationship between the level of feudal burdens and in-
equality, and the social consequences of economic inequalities.

Both researchers working on inequality among peasants and among landlords
are invited to participate. In addition to quantitative approaches, which are most
often used to study inequalities, we are also interested in studies using other
methodologies. In addition to detailed studies, we also welcome approaches
of a more synthetic nature and even focusing on a more theoretical and mod-
el-based perspective. The spatial and chronological scope of the session covers
all societies living under the serfdom system from those experiencing it harsh-
est forms to those where the system was limited or even disappearing.

The serfdom system emerged in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania with some
delay, with its peak development in the second half of the 18th century. Our
paper will focus on estates owned by the king, and we will use one of the
inventories of landed estates from 1786. The authors of these documents
decided to classify according to relatively uniform property criteria tens of
thousands of peasant farms located on the territory of today's Lithuania,
Belarus and eastern Poland (estates of Siauliai, Alytus, Grodno, Brest and
Kobryn). The purpose of the paper is a statistical and spatial analysis of data
including peasant land acreage, family size, farm equipment and their bur-
dens. In addition to economic issues, the paper will attempt to reconstruct
the perception of peasant wealth by contemporaries resulting from an anal-
ysis of the classification rules adopted by officials and the vocabulary used.
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Models of peasants’
budgets in the 18th
century Grand Duchy of
Lithuania

Maciej Kwiatkowski University of
Biatystok, Poland

The prosperous serf:
legal challenges and
property accumulation
strategies on the
mining estate of
Abrud in Habsburg
Transylvania (first

half of the eighteenth
century)

Radu Nedici University of
Bucharest, Hungary

Inequalities among

the rural population of
southern Poland at the
end of the 18th century

Piotr Miodunka Cracow University
of Economics, Poland

The purpose of the speech is to analyze peasantincome based on information
from the inventory of one of the largest royal estates of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonweatlh- Grodno royal estate in 1786 describing 9 000 peasant farms
and more than 300 villages. This source is extremely detailed and, together
with other materials, allows one to prune the potential income and expenses
of a peasant farms. Moreover, the authors of the source divided all peasant
households of this set of royal estates into 4 categories of wealth. Thus, the
paper will present models of peasant budgets during the period of the great-
est development of the serfdom system in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in
the end of the 18th century. | will try to answer the question of economic
opportunities for peasants living on the border of present-day Poland and
Belarus, as well as the sources of economic diversity. In my speech | will re-
fer to comparative studies related to other regions of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth. In my presentation, | will refer to comparative studies related
to other regions of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

Part of the crown estate, Abrud, in Habsburg Transylvania, experienced signif-
icant economic development in the eighteenth century due to its gold mines.
This growth created opportunities for both external private investors and lo-
cal serfs who formed much of the estate’s workforce. This paper examines
the increasing social differentiation within the serf category by analysing doc-
uments related to one such serf, Simeon Toma from Abrudfalva. In 1734, he
drafted his will and died shortly after, sparking a lengthy debate among dif-
ferent branches of the administration over his inheritance. Simeon Toma had
accumulated considerable wealth, including a large house, farmland, mead-
ows, a watermill, and three mine shafts. The legal issue stemmed from the
fact that Transylvanian laws prohibited serfs from owning property. However,
Simeon Toma devised a strategy to circumvent this legislation by possess-
ing properties that were pawned or leased by their owners, which were not
restricted by the law. Ultimately, his case invites contextualization within the
particular setting of the crown estate and the larger framework of Habsburg
policies aimed at improving the living of the Monarchy’s rural population.

Thanks to land survey and estimates of production from agricultural land
carried out around 1785 (Josephine cadastre), we are able to determine
(e.g. using the Gini coefficient) the stratification within the rural population
inhabiting today’'s southern Poland (former Austrian Galicia). The first stud-
ies in this field showed that individual villages were often internally very di-
verse in relation to the cultivated land and the income from the land, and
that nearby settlements differed greatly in this respect. This is all the more
surprising because in the regions of dominant “second serfdom”, a progres-
sive equalization of the status of rural inhabitants was expected towards
the land area necessary for the subsistence of the peasant family. The aim
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EURHO General
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of the paper will be, apart from presenting this mosaic, which has not
been well understood so far, also to attempt to indicate the conditions
and causes of the differences in wealth in this region. Discussion issues
will also be presented, such as the equation of land income with overall
wealth and the size of the landless rural population.

Cultivated seeds have been central to human existence for thousands of
years. But what do we know about ancient seeds? In recent years, the
ReSEED project has sought to understand how the interplay between cul-
tivated seeds, environmental conditions, and human action has changed
over time and space. Funded by the European Research Council under
the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme
(grant agreement no. 760090; doi: 10.3030/760090), the project has ex-
plored how interdisciplinary approaches can improve our historical un-
derstanding of these relationships. Initially, the research focused on
changes in agriculture and food in the Iberian Peninsula from 1750 to
1950. However, as the project progressed, it became clear that the anal-
ysis needed to be extended back to the 15%/16" centuries. By expand-
ing the chronology, the research aimed to identify the trajectory and local
impacts of the new cultivated seeds that arrived in the Iberian Peninsula
and Europe via transoceanic voyages connecting the continents since the
15% century. This session will discuss the theoretical and methodological
implications of this shift in the project’s chronological focus, as well as the
results obtained and questions remaining for future research.

Agricultural Fields in Aledceer do Sal, Portugal, June 2025 (Miguel Teodoro)
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KEYNOTE 1

Farmer agency in early
modern times: individ-
ual and collective ef-

forts
Inés Amorim
University of Porto, Portugal

MODERATOR Daniel Lanero
Taboas University of Santiago de
Compostela, Spain

19h30 — 21h

[Terrace of the
Machado de Castro
Museum]

CONFERENCE
WELCOME
COCKTAIL

Agricultural agency is a term imported from current agricultural services pol-
icy, encompassing several objectives: land access, crop selection and forest
management, credit and loan programs, disaster management, and agricul-
tural market management, among others. The perspective is to assess the ca-
pacity of agricultural producers to make decisions about their livelihoods and
environmental stewardship. This concept focuses on farmers ability to select,
act, and effect change, whether individually or through collective efforts.

Applying this perspective to the Portuguese Modern Period may risk be-
coming anachronistic, but we consider it a challenge in reviewing current
historiography and gathering indicators about decision-making within ag-
ricultural communities, whatever their nature. The main constraints stem
from the nature of the information sources (primary sources and their pro-
ducers) and locating potential capacity-building opportunities within the
interstices of the powers that controlled land and agricultural resources.
The approach is easier to carry out if we conduct a top-down analysis, par-
ticularly of monastic institutions, which deal with local farmers, but it is still
possible to map locations where opportunities are observed for farmers to
select and implement changes (bottom-up).

Wicker chair manufacturing on Madeira Island, 1948,
published in the front cover of Mensdrio das Casas do Povo, n° 19.




Social gathering during the Senhor da Serra pilgrimage, in Belas, Sintra, 1908, Joshua Benoliel, Lisbon Municipal Archive
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ORGANISERS Davide Cristoferi
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Belgium, Valentina Costantini
University of Glasgow, Scotland

MODERATOR Antoni Furié
University of Valencia, Spain

Pork chains: pig
breeding and economic
change in High-
Medieval Italy

Edoardo Manarini University of
Studies of Modena and Reggio
Emilia, Italy, Lorenzo Tabarrini
Alma Mater Studiorum, University
of Bologna, Italy

The aim of the panel is to bring together new contributions that examine two
novel aspects. On the one hand, the relevance, extent and forms of pig breed-
ing; on the other hand, the trends and typologies of pork consumption in Italy
and Europe between the Middle Ages and the early modern period, particu-
larly in the Mediterranean area. Both topics have recently been the subject of
conferences (Flaran 2023) and publications (Kreiner 2020; Jargensen 2024).
While revisiting the history of pork production and consumption in medie-
val and early modern Europe, scholars have highlighted the geographical,
chronological and thematic gaps in this field of research. In this respect, our
panel will emphasize contributions that depart from the previous historio-
graphical paradigm to show the evolution and persistence of pig farming and
pork consumption in the long term. This will allow us to present a more nu-
anced and complex interpretation of the role of the pig in medieval and early
modern society, especially in relation to environmental constraints and mar-
ket demand. The panel is intended to be organized as a double session with
four papers studying Italy and four papers analysing the Iberian Peninsula.
An introduction and the discussion of each paper will allow the comparison
among the different case-studies at both regional and sovra-regional level.

The study of pig breeding in northern and central Italy during the high
Middle Ages has been relatively neglected; this appears all the more regret-
table as one considers that the period from c. 1000 to ¢. 1250 witnessed
major economic transformations, which resulted in the expansion in size of
the cities, in the increased exploitation of natural resources and in the sub-
stantial rise of both seigneurial and peasant demand. This paper aims to fill
this gap. First, we will look at seigneurial inventories of dependent tenants
and agricultural renders, which can shed light on the transformations in the
patterns of pig breeding. Second, we shall put to test the assumption that
the conversion of woodland into arable land can be employed as a proxy
of the reduction in size of extensive pig breeding. Third, we will turn to the
problem of the consumption of pork meat, and explore the evolution of
the food chains that supplied city dwellers. Finally, the paper sets out to




Wednesday, 10th September 2025 « Parallel Sessions 3 g1

Out of the woods, into
the farms: patterns

of pig farming and
commoditization

in the high and late
Middle Ages

Tommaso Vidal University of
Udine, Italy

Piggy cities: markets,
distribution and pork
consumption in Siena
and Florence
(14th-15th c.)

Valentina Costantini Glasgow
University, Scotland

revise the extant zoo-archaeological literature regarding pig husbandry in
northern and central Italy over the high Middle Ages, in order to assess the
contribution of the archaeological record to the debates outlined hitherto.

Scholarly debate has often insisted that the expansion of cultivated land
and the general recession of woodland since the 1100s marked the transi-
tion away from widespread pig farming (and thus consumption) in the high
Middle Ages. While recent contributions have somewhat challenged such
harsh dichotomy, ground research is still lagging on this subject.

Using sources from the Venetian Terraferma, spanning from the Bergamo
to Friuli, I will contend that during the high and late Middle Ages pig farm-
ing and consumption were widespread. Also, contrary to general belief, pig
farming in the context of high and late medieval agricultural labour was
much more than a mean of subsistence for peasant families. Pigs circulated
within complex market (and non-market) networks that involved peasants,
landowners and cities. By analysing account books and toll registers from
the easternmost section of the Terraferma (Treviso and Friuli) | will try to
argue that pig farming was both a profitable business, a necessity and a
‘trap’ that could lead peasants to further indebtment. Each of these possible
outcomes was tied to specific attitudes to pigs as commoaodities, that usually
corresponded to equally specific market and distribution patterns.

Pork represented a staple in the diet of Medieval cities, particularly in
Southern Europe. Dozens of thousands of pigs were moving every year
towards the most populated cities in order to satisfy an increasing de-
mand. Meat consumption implies culturally complex values which play an
important role in the definition of social identities. Therefore, the study of
pork consumption offers a unique perspective on human societies, both
past and present. Imported or bred locally, fattened within the household
for self-consumption or commercialised by specialised meat sellers, pigs
were very popular at the cattle market in the Middle Ages. Generally ex-
pensive, there still were cuts of pork relatively affordable and accessible
for the most - pork could thus satisfy the demand of a varied range of
consumers. Using archival data from Sienese and Florentine public and
religious institutions, my paper will reconstruct on the one hand the net-
works and dealers involved in the commercialisation of pork, on the other
hand it will show the importance of the consumption of this specific kind
of meat and the social implications related to it.
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breeding and
transhumance in late
medieval and early
modern Tuscany
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Davide Cristoferi Free University
of Brussels, Belgium

[Room Anfiteatro VI,
3% floor]

3.2. Organization of
agrarian production
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relations in the
Ottoman landed
estates 2
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Greece, Yucel Terzibasoglu
Bogazici University, Turkey

MODERATOR Alp Yiicel Kaya
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This paper examines the different forms of pig farming in Tuscany from the
14th to the 17th century, which are attested by fiscal, notarial, contractual,
legal and administrative sources up to the 14th century, and which range
from pigsty farming to extensive forest farming and the movement of large
herds of pigs on a regional and trans-regional scale. Each form responded
to different economic needs and contexts - subsistence, tenancy or share-
cropping, production for local and urban markets - and to specific environ-
mental and agronomic constraints. These phenomena are very similar to
those already observed in other parts of Europe: for Tuscany, it is possible to
make a preliminary quantitative reconstruction of extensive livestock farm-
ing and pig transhumance between the Apennines and Maremma through
the normative and budgetary documentation held in the State Archives of
Siena. The evidence collected and analysed here is therefore intended to in-
tegrate, qualify and ultimately suggest a revision of the general interpretive
model hitherto applied by Italian medievalists — which presents pig breed-
ing in pigsties as the progressive and predominant form of pig exploitation
from the late Middle Ages onwards - by highlighting the need for further
research and comparisons at regional and national level.

Past research on the landed estates (¢iftlik) in the Ottoman lands in the
Balkans, Anatolia, and the Arab provinces has focused primarily on some
particular aspects such as the “formation of the ¢iftliks", their legal status
and their relation to market-oriented agricultural production (especially in
relation to grain exports to Europe). Similarly, most recent research on the
ciftliks tend to reproduce or revisit the same old questions, without suf-
ficiently establishing the place of landed estates in the broader regional
agrarian economies. There is still little research on such questions as the
land use and labour regimes, the social-property relations, their spatial dis-
tribution and geographical differences and variation. In fact, the historical
evolution of the large landed estates was not uniform across the different
Ottoman regions along the eastern Mediterranean as these landed estates
reflected local agrarian practices and regional historical development.

In particular, the organization of agricultural and livestock production, the
use of land and commons and the different forms of land tenure and la-
bour organization (sharecropping, wage and dependent labour) had only
rarely been the subject of detailed local studies and regional comparisons.
The practical management of the estates by the landlord or (in his usual
absence) its representatives (stewards, communal elders or intermediaries
who farmed the charge of steward) in relation to the actual mode of land
use and animal husbandry had been either a neglected subject of research
in local studies or treated from a very general and ‘distant’ point of view. Did
the peasant commune held collective rights and obligations in the manage-
ment of the estate’s arable lands and/or commons, and how their rights
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Revisiting the issue of
“Gospodarlik/agalik”
(i.e. lordly) estates in
19th century Ottoman
Central Balkans

Socrates D. Petmezas University
of Crete, Greece

and obligations were affected or changed in the long historical process? The
same is true in what concerns the difference between ‘ownership’ and ‘man-
agement’ or decision making. We do not know in detail and precision how
extended families (or group of families) of estate-landlords took decisions
on major or everyday issues. We would like to learn more about the ways
individual small-owners ended up (in the end of the 19th century) holding a
'share’ (however minuscule) on a large landed estate.

In this context, and as part of an ongoing collaborative research agenda,
these two proposed panels will address, in the wider setting of the eastern
Mediterranean, the following issues: What was the balance between land
cultivation, livestock husbandry and other activities? What was the role of
transhumance? What were the terms under which production and labour
(wage labour, sharecropping, tenants, small peasant farmers, large-scale
cultivation, labour contracts, labour mobility / immobility) were organised
in different regions and periods? If, how (and how often) were arable lands
distributed among tenants and how collective constraints and communal
'solidarities’ were imposed in the process of crop-rotation and fallow? How
are ciftliks inscribed within the wider context of Ottoman economy in differ-
ent regions and eras? What is their relationship with urban economy and
society (absentee landlords, urban entrepreneurs, wage labourers, season-
al migrants)? How did this relationship change over time? What are the im-
plications of studying ciftliks in the context of current discussions on unfree
labour, commons, property and communal rights, primitive accumulation,
institutional change and economic growth?

Since the seminal work of Inalcik (1943), the so-called ‘gospodarlik’ estates
(located in the central Balkans and characterised by the intensive use of
corvée/angariya labour) have never been the subject of detailed compara-
tive research. Moreover, some important aspects of this structure (e.g. the
specific nature of the so-called ‘basting’, the hereditary peasant farmstead)
have not been intrinsically integrated into the understanding of this mod-
el. Even the fact that it was later clearly and legally distinguished from the
standard large landed estates (ciftlik) was never emphasised. My aim in this
paper is to show that 1) the ‘bastina’ hereditary peasant farm was, in fact, a
structural part of the model that clearly distinguished the ‘gospodarlik’ from
other forms of large landed estates (ciftliks) in the 18th and 19th centuries;
2) that this estate usually had its own particular agrarian structure (different
from the standard large land estates, ciftliks), making extensive use of cor-
vée labour in the landlord's ‘demense’; 3) that the ‘Gospodarlik estate’ was
not only present in Central Balkans (N. W. Bulgaria and S. E. Serbia) - it was
clearly the structural equivalent of the ‘agalik’ estates observed in Epirus,
S.W.Macedonia, and even on Euboea.
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Ciftlik estates in
Dobrudja in the XIX c.:
a rare case of agrarian
capitalism?

Petar Dobrev Sofia University and

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
Bulgaria

Land and labor
relations in late
Ottoman and post-
Ottoman Kiustendil:
the evidence of
bulgarian court records

Andreas Lyberatos Panteion
University of Social & Political
Sciences and Institute for
Mediterranean Studies of
Foundation for Research and
Technology-Hellas, Greece

As in most of the Ottoman Empire, in the lands inhabited by Bulgarians the
ciftliks also represented a small percentage of the total land and overall
failed to contribute to any significant modernization in agriculture. However,
certain areas - such as the fertile Dobrudja plain, as well as the Black Sea
coast around Burgas - became areas of large-scale agriculture, in which
wage labour was predominantly used. Many of the ciftliks established there
followed the path of agrarian capitalism and proved to be extremely sus-
tainable, continuing their development in the Bulgarian state after 1878.
Given that this type of estates was rather rare both in Bulgarian lands and
in the Empire in general, my paper will analyse the reasons why the regions
of Dobrudja and Burgas proved to be suitable for capitalist development.
It will also examine the mechanisms of work in the local ciftliks, the type of
crops grown, the wages paid to labour and the commercial networks that
took shape. The paper will be based on newly discovered archival infor-
mation, both in the personal archives of Bulgarian ciftlik owners and in the
Ottoman archives.

The region of Kiustendil, in Western Bulgaria/Macedonia, represents a very
interesting case of varying and complex land and labor relations during
the 19th century, in which different types of ciftlik estates and peasant
land coexist and are cultivated under a variety of regimes and contracts.
Although the study of Ottoman registers and post-1878 Bulgarian reports
have offered a broad picture of the region’s property relations and cultiva-
tion regimes, the use of more detailed qualitative sources can offer signif-
icant information on the processes of expropriation and class struggle in
late Ottoman and post-Ottoman Balkan countryside.

The paper will utilize in particular Bulgarian state court records of the first
years after Bulgarian Autonomy (1878). These records offer evidence both
of past and present conditions in Western Bulgarian/Macedonian coun-
tryside. They give us refined insights into the specificities of Kiustendil case
and the dynamic socio-economic trends during the Late Ottoman period.
They offer, simultaneously, important information on the development of
the regional land relations in autonomous Bulgaria and the development
of class relations under Bulgarian rule. They can complement in this way
the study of a rural society in transformation, which had during the next
decades an equally interesting and turbulent political life.
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Women and work in
pre-industrial rural
Finland- Sources and
Interpretations

Beatrice Moring University of
Cambridge, United Kingdom and
University of Helsinki, Finland

In a recent article Stefano Fenoaltea has highlighted a set of shortcomings
in the field of economic history. He particularly deplores the mechanical
use of GDP and statistical data collection systems that were generated for
a specific purpose at a specific time, but now have a normative status. He
also points out how this type of information use systematically makes for
the underrepresentation of female work.

In pre-industrial time the family was generally viewed as a production unit
with the male household head as the representative in society, but with
the expectation that all household members participated in the activity.
Therefore, locating economic statistics revealing information about female
economic engagement can be difficult.

If we look at censuses and the series of economic statistics, we find a cer-
tain amount of differences between females in registered employment
in Europe. One reason is the variation in registration and age barriers.
Another, changes introduced for the definition of work and occupation. The
definition of occupation was in most cases permanent work outside the
home. The nature of the agricultural enterprises also varied considerably.
Certain regions had moved towards ever larger arable units, while others
still remained firmly part of a system of family farms with mixed economic
activities. In places where the family retained its position as a productive
unit, women were indeed working, but the view that the male household
head and agricultural servants were the only productive persons resulted in
the statistics not recognising female family members as economically active.

It is the aim of this session to explore new data and examine existing ones to
penetrate the issue of female economic activity in rural societies of the past. To
examine engagement in various activities like textile work as well as traditional
farming pursuits to determine the value and importance of female work.

When studying the work of women in the past one of the approaches has
often been to study labour market participation using statistical series. In
economic history this has, however, had a general application that has re-
vealed how badly it is suited to analyzing pre-industrial rural agrarian econ-
omies and particularly the areas of Europe dominated by family farms. In
some recent projects a different approach has been taken, charting and
including not only remunerated work but all work that could be remunerat-
ed (Whittle and Hailwood 2020). It is the aim of this presentation to demon-
strate the possibilities that can be generated through the use of sources
ignored in compilation of official statistical series. In replicating the use of
court records and ecclesiastical data for the early modern period and sur-
veys, local descriptions and oral history accounts for the 18th, 19th century,
information on the division of labour and the importance of female input
in rural economic life has been collected. While the female share of the
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actual work was considerable, for women in a pre-industrial rural setting,
in a country like Finland, labour market participation and productive work
were two different things.

In early 19th-century Majorca, two distinct agrosocial sectors emerged: ol-
ive-oil production for export and cereal cultivation for the domestic market.
The olive-oil sector was dominated by capitalist farms relying on hired la-
bour, while the cereal sector consisted of subsistence farms managed by
small peasants and landless families. Capitalist farms employed many wom-
en for olive harvesting and soil preservation. However, the family labour
supply patterns remain understudied.

This paper explores how peasant families, with a focus on women'’s labour
participation, organized their workforce to maximize income from local
and regional wage labour opportunities. We examine two communities
from the Tramuntana Range’s olive-growing region and two from the ce-
real plains. Sources include the 1815/20 population registers (Padrones),
1818/20 property registers (Apeos), and the 1850 Agrarian Questionnaire
(Interrogatorio Agrario), detailing labour requirements for various crops. We
will reconstruct labour time allocation for each household to understand
how they balanced work and income based on household size, age, sex
composition, and crop types. Note that olive farm work often required mi-
gration, whereas cereal farm labour was sourced locally.

Babies abandoned by their parents represented an appreciable group of
children and a serious social problem in the 19th century. The Habsburg
monarchy developed an elaborate system of care that began in maternity
hospitals joined with foundling’s homes from which the abandoned chil-
dren were handed over to foster mothers. The care for children was paid,
but the wages for the wet nursing and upbringing of foundlings were very
low. Nevertheless, the reimbursement for foster care represented an im-
portant part of the family income in some regions.

The presented paper deals with abandoned children and their foster fam-
ilies as significant parts of the rural society in many regions in Bohemia
during the 19th century. It is based on the evidence of the foundling hospi-
tals and from the particular parish archives, as Catholic priests were obliged
to supervise the children growing up in their districts. The attention is paid
to the regional distribution of foundlings and the social and economic posi-
tion of their foster parents. Foster care is considered a gender-specific type
of earnings depending not only on manual work but also on the emaotional
engagement and offering of one’s own body to an outsider child.
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Marriage, a defining and transformative moment in the lives of the population
in the Modern Period, played an even more crucial role for women, who faced
significant difficulties in their economic and social lives if they didn't marry. In
this context, the dowry was a fundamental element in attracting the attention
of potential grooms. We will therefore try to answer the following questions:
What are the main characteristics of dowries from rural areas? Are they dif-
ferent from urban dowries? Within rural areas, are dowries from wealthy or
non-wealthy families so different, and what type of assets are donated?

In this way, the aim of this communication is to analyze the assets given to
women by the population of a rural area, specifically in the territory corre-
sponding to the current municipality of Moimenta da Beira, located in the
Beira Alta region, covering the period from 1721 to 1807